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Holiday season brings variety of events

Human Rights Club

By Audrey Fenner
Staff Writer

 If you are interested in taking 
action to help with current 
issues in our community, come 
to the Human Rights Club.
 The president, junior Rylee 
Mora, and the vice-president, 
senior Avery Perreault created the 
club at the beginning of this year. 
“We are both very passionate 
about striving for justice and 
equality for all by refusing to 
choose neutrality,” said Mora.
 This club helps students 
gain knowledge and understand 
the importance of human rights 
on a global scale. “There are 
a lot of oppressing issues 
not only internationally but 
in our community that need 
awareness,” said Perreault.
“I believe this club will help 
our local community and spread 
awareness of human right issues 
that need to be addressed.” 
 The club chooses a different 
topic to focus on every month 

as well as a monthly goal. 
The weekly meetings break 
into three groups: activities, 
awareness and fundraising. Each 
group discusses and plans ways 
to reach their monthly goal.
 Since Thanksgiving is this 
month, the club will be focusing 
on the topic of world hunger. On 
October 28th, they held a movie 
fundraiser in the small gym from 
5-9 p.m. All the proceeds were 
donated to various charities 
to fight against world hunger.
 In December, the club is 
planning on having a world 
holiday festival to show the 
different cultures that people 
celebrate around the world. 
 “This club shows the impact 
that young people have,” 
said club advisor Jill Dayton. 
“Often teenagers feel that their 
voices are not heard or that 
they aren’t taken seriously. It is 
important for Granada to have 
positive clubs that take action.”
She added, “It is a great 
opportunity for common 
minded people to make a big 
impact on their community.”  
 Mora said, “This club is 
important to have at Granada 
because it’s imperative that, 
as a generation rising into a 
polarized political climate, we 
focus on ensuring that everyone 
is allotted basic human rights.”
 If you want to join the fight 
for human rights, the club 
would love to see new faces 
Mondays at lunch in Room 305.

Photo by Skylar Vinson
Human Rights Club vice-president Avery Perreault and president Rylee 
Mora created the club to pursue justice by spreading awareness about 
topics such as world hunger.

From 
rookies to 
returning 
favorites, 
this season’s 
teams look 
promising.

Check out 
our skit 
photos 
from 
home-
coming 
week. 

Detective Partner Hero Villain
By Julia Murray

Assistant Editor
 Guess what, it’s that time 
of year again. English and 
drama teacher Jefrey Watts 
is directing another play, 
Detective Partner Hero Villain.
 Detective Partner Hero 
Villain is about Supernova, a 
local villain on a killing spree, 
and the city detective, who is 
trying to stop her. Aided by both 
his partner and the city hero, 
the Fantastic Phenomenon, 
the Detective investigates one 
murder after another, trying 
to figure out what’s going on.

 “But there’s an even bigger 
issue at play here,” said Watts. 
“The world of comic book 
superheroes is very clearly 
defined. The good guys are good, 
the bad guys are bad. But what 
happens when, in this black-
and-white world, you start to 
lose sight of where you stand?”
 The play will be held at the 
Little Theatre, and the shows are 
November 8, 9 and the 14 through 
the 17. Every show except the 
one on November 14 will start 
at 7:00 p.m. The November 14 
show is after school at 2:30. 
 Starring in this show are 
junior Nathen Jensen as the 

Detective, freshmen Ella Raab 
as the Partner, freshmen Jared 
Sarmiento as the Hero and senior 
Ashes Foley as the Villain.
 “I go through a catalogue 
that contains hundreds of script 
summaries, and I select the one 
that sounds most interesting,” 
said Watts, explaining how 
he chooses each play. Since 
superhero movies like The 
Avengers are popular right now, 
he thought he would “give it a try.”
 “I’m nervous but I’m 
looking forward to it. I’m 
going to try my best to make 
it a great show!” said Ashes 
Foley, who plays Supernova.

By Molly Faria
Staff Writer

 With the holiday season 
right around the corner, there 
are plenty of activities to attend 
around the Tri-Valley. It’s 
never too early to start getting 
into the spirit and participating 
in community events.
 On November 2 and 3, 
there is a Holiday Bazaar at the 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 
Open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
there will be many booths 
selling a wide variety of gifts, 
food and handmade items. 
Bring a friend along for some 
fun early Christmas shopping.
 If you like cute puppies, you 

will definitely want to check 
out the Paws in Need Annual 
Holiday Boutique. It’s another 
holiday shopping opportunity. 
You can buy art, cards, 
ornaments, home and kitchen 
decor, purses, jewelry and much 
more. It will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on November 3 
at Better Homes and Gardens 
Real-Estate, by Campo di 
Bocce. All proceeds go to 
Paws in Need’s animal medical 
program, so check it out and 
buy some gifts for your furry 
friends (and human friends too).
 Come help out the 
community by volunteering 
at one of the plantings at 
Robertson Park on November 3, 

10 and 17. Planting begins at 9 
a.m. and ends at 11:30 a.m. It’s 
free for everyone, but volunteers 
under 18 need a parent to sign 
a waiver. This environmental 
event is held by Living Arroyos, 
which is a local organization 
that cleans and protects the 
urban stream habitats in the 
Livermore-Amador Valley.
 The 3rd Annual Rib 
Throwdown is happening on 
November 3 at Retzlaff Winery 
in Livermore. BBQ masters from 
all over California will compete 
to benefit Sprouts Cooking 
Club, a Bay Area non-profit that 
teaches kids the importance of 
nutrition. There will be food 

See To-do list, page 8

Although many see the superhero world as good versus evil, the lines become blurred in Detective Partner 
Hero Villain with characters such as the Detective (Nathen Jensen, left) and Fantastic Phenomenon (Jared 
Sarmiento, right).

Photo by Rebecca Bauman

Students fight 
for human 
rights, justice 
and equality,
one meeting 
at a time
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By Taylor Detlefsen
Staff Writer

 Justice Brett Kavanaugh is a 
qualified nominee for the U.S. Supreme 
Court and deserves to be a justice.  
President Donald Trump announced his 
intent to nominate Kavanaugh on July 
9, 2018.  Kavanaugh replaced Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, who had similar 
opinions and beliefs.  Many Democrats 
were enraged when the conservative 
nominee was announced, but as he was 
replacing a conservative justice, the 
ideological balance stayed the same.

 Kavanaugh was 
one of the most 
cont rovers ia l 
c a n d i d a t e s , 
m a i n l y 
because of  the 
three sexual 
m i s c o n d u c t 
a c c u s a t i o n s 
against him. 
The three 
accusers were 
Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford, 
D e b o r a h 
Ramirez and 
Julie Swetnick.
 Dr. Christine 
Ford was the 
most prominent 
accuser, but 
her statements 
were uncertain 

and changing. Her accusations 
entailed that Kavanaugh, along with 
his friend Mark Judge, had molested 
her while they were all in their teens.
 According to The Epoch Times, four 
witnesses named by Ford, including 
Judge, all stated that they could not 
verify her statements. One of her lifelong 
friends had no recollection of that 
night, and a different witness said she 
does not remember the night and she 
has never met Brett Kavanaugh before.
 Although Dr. Ford said there was “zero 
chance” of her mistaking Kavanaugh 
for anybody else, the New York Post 
wrote that two unnamed men have come 
forward with the belief that they are the 
men who assaulted Ford, not Kavanaugh.  
 Deborah Ramirez, a classmate of 

Matador on the Street: If you could pick next year’s theme
for homecoming, what would you choose?

Mathieu Rocheleau, 
Freshman
“Sports.”

Andrei Sugaran, 
Sophomore
“Disney.”

Zach Fumero, 
Junior
“Holidays.”

Mithil Patel, 
Senior
“Record labels.”

Mrs. Gatehouse, 
English Teacher
“Breakfast cereals.”

Kavanaugh’s at Yale, accused Kavanaugh 
of sexual assault while she was lying down 
in a dorm room intoxicated.  Ramirez is a 
Democrat, which has led to  speculation 
about whether her allegations against 
Kavanaugh were a political attack.  USA 
Today reported that President Trump 
said, “There is a chance this could be one 
of the single most unfair, unjust things 
to happen to a candidate for anything.” 
 USA Today stated that nine students, 
including three who were in the dorm when 
the incident took place, signed a statement 
saying, “We can say with confidence that if 
the incident Debbie alleges ever occurred, 
we would have seen or heard about it – 
and we did not,” and “the behavior she 
describes would be completely out of 
character for Brett. In addition, some of 
us knew Debbie long after Yale, and she 
never described this incident until Brett’s 
Supreme Court nomination was pending.” 
 Julie Swetnick was the third and least 
relevant accuser to come forward with 
allegations against Kavanaugh.  According 
to Business Insider, Swetnick said that 
Kavanaugh would “spike the punch at 
house parties I attended with drugs and/
or grain alcohol so as to cause girls to lose 
their inhibitions and their ability to say no.”
  When asked by NBC News if she 
actually saw him spike the punch, she said, 
“I saw him giving red solo cups to quite 
a few girls during that time frame and 
there was grain punch at those parties” 
and she only saw him “by” the punch.  
 With too many holes and loose ends in 
the sexual assault cases, many senators could 
not find enough evidence to incriminate 
Kavanaugh. Democratic Senator Joe 
Manchin III even said, “I don’t believe 
the facts show it was Brett Kavanaugh.”
 Another issue that many citizens 
are worried about is the overturning 
of Roe v. Wade, a famous case that 
made abortion legal in all states in 
the 1973.  If Roe v. Wade actually is 
overturned, abortion won’t become illegal 
nationwide, each state will decide for 
itself whether abortion is legal or not.  
 The full Senate is supposed to vote 
on whether a candidate is qualified to 
become a Supreme Court Justice and 
not if they have the same opinions.   
 Kavanaugh has the experience to be 
a justice based on his work as a federal 
judge, his work on the D.C. circuit and his 
work in the White House.  Brett Kavanaugh 
has no real arguments against him being 
sworn in as a Supreme Court Justice.

Controversy about Kavanaugh continues

By Pomegranate Staff

By Theo Dean
Staff Writer

 Justice Brett Kavanaugh is not the 
best justice for the Supreme Court in the 
current political climate. He’s also simply 
not qualified for the position. Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation to the Court on Saturday, 
October 6, in Washington could well 
prove to be a turning point in America’s 
history, albeit a turning point that 
shouldn’t have happened in this fashion. 
 The sexual misconduct allegations 
against Kavanaugh may very well be 
true; they were never proven otherwise. 
However, even setting those allegations 
aside, the heated battle over Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation shows that he shouldn’t 
be on the highest court in the country. 
 Kavanaugh has three problems 
that should have disqualified him from 
the Court: the potential that he will be 
unable to show impartiality, his poor 
temperament and his disregard for the truth. 
 Kavanaugh himself claimed that the 
Supreme Court “must never be viewed 
as a partisan institution.” Yet when he 
testified before the Senate judiciary 
committee in the midst of the allegations, 
he contradicted himself remarkably and 
“took on a dramatically different tone,” as 
Sabrina Siddiqui of The Guardian put it. 
 In his testimony, Kavanaugh attacked 
the Democratic Party with an incredibly 
partisan speech. After calling the allegations 
against him a “calculated and orchestrated 
political hit,” Kavanaugh brought up 
completely irrelevant topics including the 
Clintons and left-wing opposition groups. 
 After Kavanaugh spewed out such 
partisan rhetoric, how are we supposed 
to expect him to be an impartial, 
nonpartisan and fair justice on the Court? 
 Even if Kavanaugh hadn’t displayed 
such partisan behavior during the hearings, 
his nomination would regardless cause a 
major ideological shift to occur in the Court.
 Kavanaugh will replace Anthony 
Kennedy on the Court. Kennedy was the 
former swing vote. Kavanaugh is clearly 
conservative, so he won’t be the new swing 
vote. The Chief Justice, John Roberts, will. 
 But an investigative report by Oliver 
Roeder of FiveThirtyEight reveals a 
crucial detail: Roberts is hardly a swing 
vote. The report shows that when Roberts 
has been the deciding vote on a case, he 

has only ruled liberally five times in his 
career, which has spanned 800 cases.
 This means that Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation to the Supreme Court has the 
side effect of making the Supreme Court 
significantly partisan. While this effect 
is not Kavanaugh’s personal fault (any 
conservative justice confirmed would have 
the same effect on the court), it might have 
been in the better interest of the nation 
for the new justice to be the swing vote.
 Kavanaugh’s poor temperament is 
another reason that his confirmation was 
a mistake. While Kavanaugh supporters 
will argue that his aggressive stance during 
the hearing was inevitable because he was 
wrongly accused, the level of contention 
that Kavanaugh brought to the floor was 
unprecedented. 
On the Supreme 
Court, where 
being calm and 
e v e n - k e e l e d 
is critical, 
Kavanaugh may 
have struggles.
K a v a n a u g h ’s 
m o s t 
inc r imina t ing 
mistake during 
the battle over 
his confirmation 
was his 
disregard for the 
truth. How can 
somebody who 
has repeatedly 
lied be trusted 
with some of the 
nation’s most 
polarizing issues?
 One notable example of Kavanaugh’s 
disregard for the truth was apparent during 
the Senate committee hearing, where he 
said, “The drinking age was 18 in Maryland 
for most of my time in high school.” 
This statement is technically true. 
However, Kavanaugh neglected to 
mention that the drinking age was 
raised to 21 in 1982, when he was 17. 
Kavanaugh did not turn 18 until 1983. 
 Therefore, Kavanaugh was never legally 
allowed to drink during high school, despite 
his implications that he drank legally.
 Regardless of whether Kavanaugh 
sexually assaulted Mrs. Ford or not, 
the debate over his confirmation as 
a result of Ford’s accusations has 
shown that he is far from qualified 
to take a seat on the  Supreme Court. 

www.thenation.com

Heated confirmation battle 
shows Kavanaugh not qualified 

Kavanaugh has proven himself 
to be a qualified justice
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By Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

 On June 26, 2015, in a 
historical moment for people 
of the LGBTQ community, the 
U.S. Supreme Court legalized 
gay marriage in all 50 states. 
 Another victory for the 
LGBTQ community took place 
in September 2018 when India’s 
Supreme Court overturned an 
1830 law that criminalized gay 
sex. India has held traditional 
standards even in the modern 
age, so this progressive ruling 
is a major step to possibly 
legalizing gay marriage and 
overturning other outdated laws. 
 However, many countries still 
have not legalized gay marriage 
and put same-sex couples to 
death. The majority of these 
countries are in the Middle East. 
 Several Middle Eastern 
countries punish homosexuality 
with the death penalty. In 
Yemen, married men who engage 
in homosexual intercourse 
will be stoned to death. 
Nigeria has also outlawed same-
sex marriage, gay gatherings 
and shows of same-sex public 
affection with a 2014 law. 
 In  Afghanistan, being 
homosexual is considered un-

Islamic and condemned. In Saudi 
Arabia, first-time offenders 
recieve the death penalty.
 However, Middle Eastern 
countries are not the only nations 
who have passed legislation 
against the LGBTQ community. 
 In 2013, Russia signed a bill 
that banned any propaganda 
involving homosexuality. In 
addition to Russia and the 
numerous Middle Eastern 
countries, there are a multitude 
of other countries who have 
taken measures to prevent 
“untraditional” same-sex 
couples from being together. 
 Nevertheless, it is also 
important to recognize the 
countries who have expanded 
the rights for people of 
the LGBTQ community. 
Australia, Germany and Malta 
legalized gay marriage in 2017. 
 As more countries begin to 
legalize gay marriage, many are 
hopeful that someday the entire 
world will accept the people of 
the LGBTQ community as equals. 
 People of every race around 
the world should be able to 
marry the person that they love, 
and they shouldn’t be stopped 
just because their choice isn’t  
what their culture considers 
to be traditional gender roles.

By Rebecca Bauman
Editor-in-Chief

 In the past few months, 
Hurricanes Florence and 
Michael have wreaked havoc 
on the East Coast, resulting in 
over 100 deaths. Unfortunately, 
as ocean temperatures and sea 
levels rise in the coming years, 
the impacts of storms like 
these are expected to amplify.
 According to the Center of 
Climate and Energy Solutions, 
warmer sea temperatures are 
likely to intensify storm wind 
speeds by as much as 11 percent 
and increase rainfall rates by 
about 20 percent. Sea level rise 
of up to four feet during the next 
century is expected to strengthen 
coastal storm surge, making 
storms even more damaging.
 In California, when hearing 
about hurricanes and flooding 
on the East Coast, it sometimes 
seems like the West Coast is 
not affected by climate change. 
However, since California is a 
coastal state, it is also exposed to 
the effects of rising ocean levels 

and flooding. The ocean levels 
are rising at a rate of about a 
foot per century, causing major 
coastal erosion that has forced 
both governments and property 
owners to spend tens of billions 
of dollars on reinforcing and 
reconstructing coastal structures. 
 In addition, 
climate change is 
believed to have 
strengthened heat 
waves and the 
California drought. 
 In the next 100 
years, temperatures 
are expected to 
rise about 3.6° F 
and some experts 
predict as much as 
a 7.2° F increase.
 According to the 
New York Times, a temperature 
increase of only 0.9° F is expected 
to increase the number of heat 
waves by 150% and drought by 
15%, as well as kill off most coral 
reefs, minimize crop yield, reduce 
the amount of Arctic ice and 
expose up to 69 million people 
around the world to flooding.

 Despite warning signs, 
the current administration 
has done little to support the 
reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Instead, policies that 
further the allowance of fossil 
fuel use have been passed, 
promoting a surge in emissions 

that could prove catastrophic. 
 The Trump administration has 
also proposed policies that would 
allow oil and gas operations 
to release more methane into 
the atmosphere, prevent new 
curbs on greenhouse gases and 
freeze vehicle fuel-efficiency 
requirements. The freezing of 

By Vivien Wenneker
Staff Writer

 Uber has dealt with 
numerous controversies in 
the past years, including the 
resignation of its CEO and 
sexual assault charges against its 
employees. Because Uber is a 
major company that is a primary 
form of transportation for many 
people, one can’t help but find 
this concerning, especially 
now that they find themselves 
in another controversy.
 The recent effects that Uber 
has had on taxi drivers have been 
devastating. This is because Uber 
has taken business away from 
taxi drivers, especially in large 
cities over the past few years.
 The main problem is that 
to become a taxi driver, many 
cities require drivers to purchase 
a taxi medallion that serves as 
a license. Drivers buy these 
medallions, which can easily 
cost up to $250,000, from the 
city. One taxi driver, Yu Mein 
Chow, bought his for $700,000, 
according to the New York Times. 
 This is extremely problematic 
because the average annual 
salary of a taxi driver is around 
$25,000. Therefore, it would take 
approximately ten years to pay 
off the debt, not including taxes 
and living expenses. Contrast 
this with the requirements 
of becoming an Uber driver: 
owning a phone and a car.
 Many taxi drivers are 
immigrants looking for a job 
with a steady income to provide 
for their families. Purchasing 
a license for the job, which 

will almost certainly never be 
paid off, makes it extremely 
difficult for taxi drivers to 
make an adequate living. 
 The amount of frustration 
displayed at New York City 
Hall from several gatherings 
over the last months have 
revealed just how unsettling 
the cost of disturbing the long-
standing industries has been. 
 Among these protestors was 
taxi driver Beresford Simmons, 
who has been driving for more 
than 50 years. He told WIRED 
reporters that at age 71, he had 
just had heart surgery and was 
on dialysis, but financially was 
in no position to take a break 
from driving. He said, “We have 
guys at home who are losing 
their houses, and I know cab 
drivers who are homeless today.”

Global climate change worsens with U.S. inaction

universaltaxidispatch.com
Taxi medallions are required by law to operate a taxi, and they must be 
displayed   on the cab. Prices for a medallion can range from $30,000 to 
$1 million, but competition from Uber is making these prices unstable.

fuel-efficiency requirements 
alone would put an additional 
8 billion tons of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere this century.
 In addition, the federal 
government is rescinding Obama-
era climate policies, such as 
the Paris Agreement, claiming 

that these vital 
regulations hinder 
the economy. The 
accord promised 
billions of dollars 
of funding, and the 
loss of the United 
State’s support 
will be damaging. 
 For example, 
the Green Climate 
Fund requested 
wealthy nations to 
donate a combined 

$100 billion every year to assist 
poorer countries in preparing for 
climate disasters and developing 
low fossil fuel economies. The 
current administration has failed 
to pay the remaining $2 billion 
that the United States pledged 
under the Obama administration.
 This refusal to take action 

by the Trump administration 
has opened up small island 
countries and other coastal 
regions to dangerous flooding. 
By refusing to take responsibility 
and contribute to the fight against 
climate change, the United States 
is essentially writing off the future 
of those regions as insignificant. 
 Although some might say that 
the financial burdens associated 
with global agreements to combat 
climate change will be detrimental, 
it is the country’s role to utilize 
the multitude of resources that 
other non-industrialized nations 
do not have access to. As one 
of the wealthiest nations in the 
world, the United States has 
the potential to help prevent a 
global crisis, and by ignoring 
the need for action, disastrous 
consequences may follow.
 In the future, if nations do 
not take action to limit toxic 
emissions, climate effects could 
produce waves of refugees from 
heat and drought, lead to the 
mass extinction of plants and 
animals, significantly reduce crop 
yield and melt the polar ice caps.

 Another driver, Noureddine 
Afsi, expressed the same 
frustration as Simmons, saying 
that he started driving a cab 
in 2001 after a friend told 
him it would be easier money 
than his job in retail. “You 
could work nine hours and 
easily make $200 in a day,” 
he recalled, but “now, you’re 
lucky if you make $50 or $60.” 
 For most, the difficulties 
these taxi drivers are facing 
may be a warning that Uber  
will most likely surpass the 
taxi industry, expediting its 
demise. While Uber has faced 
much public backlash these 
past years, it hasn’t seemed 
to affect their total profits and 
success as they continue to 
build up their company while 
destroying the taxi industry.

Growth of Uber services causing big   
problems for struggling taxi industry

LGBTQ community fights on

nytimes.com
The LGBTQ community celebrates the momumental 2015 Supreme 
Court Decision legalizing same-sex marriage.
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Iridescence by Brockhampton

Staff’s Choice: Quick Picks
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-Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

-Shannon Snell
Perspectives Editor

Venom
Movie

Queer Eye
TV Show

“Americano”
Restaurant

Americano is an Italian restaurant 
located right next to Fat Straw 
in the Nob Hill Shopping 
Center. The menu ranges from 
delicious, unique sandwiches to 
classic, can’t-go-wrong dishes, 
such as spaghetti and meatballs 
and chicken piccata. If you 
decide to give it a go, try the 
Number 5 sandwich, “Friday 
I’m in Love Sandwich Lunch.” 
You won’t be disappointed and 
your taste buds will thank you.

Queer Eye is a new Netflix series 
about five gay men, called the 
“Fab Five,” who go into different 
towns to fix up other people’s lives. 
They forge relationships with 
men and women who might have 
different beliefs than them, and 
they advise these people with their 
individual styles such as interior 
design, grooming and fashion. 
You will fall in love with them 
because of all of the emotional 
connections being made.

By Ben Leggat
Staff Writer

 Iridescence, the fourth studio 
album from self-proclaimed 
boy band Brockhampton, 
had its first release since the 
end of its Saturation album 
trilogy. Since the release 
of Saturation III, the group 
has faced some controversy. 
 One of the group’s now 
former member, Ameer Vann, 
was the center of a scandal 
involving abuse allegations. 
Shortly after the allegations, 
the group made the decision 
to remove Vann. After a short 
pause because of the scandal, the 
group announced Iridescence 
and released it on September 21.
 “Thug Life” features 
dazzling vocals from bearface as 
well as the London Community 
Gospel Choir. The vocals are 
followed by a self-reflective 
verse from McLennon about 
his personal battles with 
depression. McLennon said, 
“They put my head in the water 
and its so beautiful under ... 
To make the darkness divine.” 
This shows he has made peace 
with some of his demons and 
now sees the beauty in them.
 “Weight” features an amazing 
verse from Kevin Abstract about 
the pressures weighing on him. 
In his verse, Abstract discusses 
the self-harm struggles of 
Ashlan Grey, Brockhampton’s 
photographer. He also mentions 
the pressures he’s facing 
due to the band’s quick rise 
to fame and the struggles 
he faced growing up gay.
 “J’ouvert” is one of the 

strangest tracks on Iridescence. 
It features an aggressive verse 
from Joba and a catchy hook from 
Merlyn Wood. The chemistry 
between the band members 
on this song is extremely fluid 
and all of their verses work 
in contrast to one another.
 “Tonya” was performed 
live months prior to the 
album’s release. This track 
is filled with messages of 
the struggles that come with 
fame, specifically controversy 
and scandal, which alludes 
to the Ameer Vann situation.
 On the closing track, 
“Fabric,” Abstract hints at the 

Vann situation as well. He 
refers to how news publications 
who had never reported on the 
group’s music before used the 
situation to write scandalous 
articles about them. The finishing 
hook features heartfelt pitch-
altered vocals from Abstract.
 Each song has different 
emotional messages layered into 
them, such as growing up with 
insecurities and the struggles that 
come with mental illness. The 
chemistry and  unpredictability  
of Brockhampton is exciting  
and shows they are not afraid 
to try new styles of music 
and even blend genres.

November Movie Review
The Hate U Give, directed by George Tillman, Jr.

By Nathan Canilao
Sports Editor

 Based on the best selling 
novel, The Hate U Give is an 
exciting film that keeps the 
audience on its toes. The film 
gives insight on police brutality 
as well as the struggles of the 
African-American community.
 The main character, Starr 
Carter, is an exceptional 
student athlete who is looking 
to continue her education and 
basketball career while going 
to a mostly Caucasian private 
school in the suburbs. Though 
attending a new school, she 
retains the same values that 
molded her life on the streets. 
 When driving back from 
a party with one of her best 
friends, Khalil, she witnesses 
him being brutally shot by a 
police officer while at a traffic 
stop. The whole premise 
of the movie then revolves 
around the fact that she is the 
key witness in a case that can 
shape not only her community 
but the fate of the nation. 
 The movie is jam packed with 
action and a compelling plot. 
One of the best characteristics 
of the movie is that the plot 
thickens as the movie goes 
on. The viewer is always 
anticipating the next scene. 
 The cast is star-studded, 
but also has a cast of up and 
coming actors such as Amandla 
Sternberg and Algee Smith. 

Actors Regina Hall, Anthony 
Mackie and Common play their 
roles exceptionally well and 
make the movie more interesting. 
 One of the underrated aspects 
of the movie is the soundtrack. 
Not many people paid attention 
to the music of the movie, but 
it featured many prominent 
black artists such as Kendrick 
Lamar and Travis Scott. It 
also mixes in old school styles 
when it showcases music from 
Tupac Shakur and Jadakiss.
 The movie’s cultural impact 
is the most fascinating part. It 
represents so many complex 
issues from police brutality to 
poverty to cultural differences 
between communities. Its ability 
to show those issues strengthens 
the overall impact of the movie.
 The hope of the movie 
is to help raise awareness 
for the many problems that 
affect the African-American 
community as a whole. The 
movie accomplishes that in 
many ways and even gives a 
different view of how to fix the 
problems. The movie also shows 
how both sides try to improve 
struggling black neighborhoods. 
One viewpoint is radical while 
the other side is conservative.
 Overall, the movie is a 
good watch. The plot thickens 
and makes the movie better, 
but its cultural impact alone 
makes the movie worthwhile. 
Look out for the movie to be 
a big award winner this year.

Venom is an action-packed, 
science fiction thriller in which 
the main character, Eddie Brock 
(Tom Hardy) absorbs an alien 
species who goes by the name 
of Venom. Throughout the 
movie, Brock and Venom must 
work together as one in order to 
save the human race from the 
other, evil aliens. This movie is 
full of comedy, adventure and 
great actors that will make you 
never want to leave your seat.

4
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Flavor of Fashion
By Shannon Snell and Eleanor Hu
Perspectives Editor and Staff Writer

California votes Nov 6
By Ella DeCosta

Staff Writer
 While driving through 
Livermore, it is likely that 
you have recently noticed the 
abundance of election signs 
crowding every corner. “Vote 
yes on U”, “Vote no on 11”, 
but what does it all mean? 
 While looking at the signs, 
it isn’t clear what any of the 
candidates are supporting, as 
many Livermore residents don’t 
know what the propositions are. 
Even when looking online, it isn’t 
easy for people to understand 
what they are voting on. 
 “Vote yes on U” is a common 
sign found in the Livermore 
area. The ballot question is this: 
“Shall the measure requiring 
the City of Livermore to bear 
the cost of developing and 
enforcing regulations limiting 
the amounts for medical 
services that specified hospitals, 
medical clinics, dentists, and 
other health care providers in 
Livermore may bill patients, or 
insurers, excluding Medicare 
and Medicaid, be adopted?”
 Proponents argue that 
your vote will ensure quality 
healthcare for all patients in a 
world where healthcare costs are 
skyrocketing. In contrast, those 
who oppose believe that there is 
little chance of seeing any change 
in the cost of quality health care.
 It just isn’t Livermore that 
has upcoming propositions; the 

state of California is presenting 
several as well. For example, 
there is Prop 10. A “yes” vote 
means that “State law would not 
limit the kinds of rent control 
laws cities and counties could 
have” while a vote “no” means 
that they can continue doing 
the same thing, according to the 
Legislative Analyst’s Office.
 Voteyesonprop10.org  says 
that proponents believe that it 
is much simpler, saying that 
it will give local communities 
the ability to expand rent 
control to “limit skyrocketing 
rent increases and address 
predatory housing practices,”. 
 Opposers say that Prop 10  will 
only worsen the housing crisis. 
They say that seniors, veterans 
and experts oppose it because 
it will make housing more 
expensive and less accessible. 
 Another proposition is Prop 
12. This proposition establishes 
the minimum requirements for 
confining certain farm animals 
in cages. It also prohibits the 
sale of animal products from 
other states where there are 
few to no regulations regarding 
the size of animal cages or 
pens. A “yes” vote would 
change the present regulations 
and put this action in motion.  
 On November 6, there will 
be a total of 11 propositions 
to be voted on. It is important 
that California residents vote 
in order to make our state 
a better, safer place to live. 

Csider inspires ASL students
 By Shannon Snell

Perspectives Editor
  Barbara Csider, who teaches 
American Sign Language 1, 
2 and 3, influences many of 
her students, even without 
the use of spoken works.
  Csider has been teaching 
for 17 years, 10 of which have 
been spent at Granada. Teaching 
ASL was not always her plan. 
During college, she majored 
in liberal studies in hopes of 
teaching elementary education. 
  After graduating, she 
moved to Colorado with the 
family she used to nanny for 
and planned on finding a job at 
an elementary school nearby. 
  Csider’s mom, however, 
wanted her back in 
California and found her a 
position as an ASL teacher.
  With no major or credential in 

ASL, Csider was hired over the 
phone for the job. She said she had 
to take more ASL classes herself 
so she could teach the language. 
  When she is not teaching, 
Csider enjoys many different 
activities including  reading, 
binge-watching shows and 
spending time with family. 
  “When I’m not teaching, if 
I could, I would love to sit and 
read. I’m involved a lot at church, 
I’m involved with my family, 
I have a huge family, so it just 
kind of depends on the days. I do 
like to read, but I like to watch 
The Office as well,” Csider said.
  One thing that students enjoy 
about Csider’s class is her ability 
to make every day interactive and 
fun. Quincy Johns, a sophomore 
in Csider’s ASL 1 class, said, “I 
enjoy Csider’s class because it’s 
so interactive and we get to do 
activities like play games that also 

help us learn the material.” Csider 
enjoys making learning fun in 
her class because understanding 
new language can be difficult.
  One thing that sets the job 
of teaching a language apart 
from other subjects is that with 
every language comes a new, 
unique culture. Especially 
with ASL, there are many 
things people don’t understand 
about the deaf community. 
  Csider makes sure the ASL 
class doesn’t ignore controversy 
and issues within the deaf 
community, but she gives the 
class a chance to form their own 
opinions about the technological 
aspect and debate over it.  “I want 
my students to think on their own. 
That’s why when we talk about 
the Cochlear implant (a device 
which allows some deaf people 
to regain hearing), I’ll have 
students asking me about my 
views, and I won’t tell them until 
after our debate because I don’t 
want to sway them,” Csider said. 
  Csider explained, “When 
you’re a hearing person you’re 
like ‘Why would they want to 
(remain) deaf?’ And you learn 
they want to be deaf because 
it’s a cultural thing. They want 
to be deaf because that is how 
they were born and made. So 
you’re seeing it from different 
perspectives and trying to be 
respectful of those perspectives.” 
  Ms. Csider shows our students 
that doing the unexpected in life 
can usually work out for the very 
best, she teaches the importance 
of individuality and she has 
helped many students understand 
a community that is not always 
understood by many of them.

Barbara Csider has been teaching ASL students at GHS for ten years, 
and her students say she has created a great learning environment.

Photo by Shannon Snell

Jared Tovera
Senior
Shirt: Pacsun, $40

Pants: Pacsun, $50

Shoes: Vans, $50

Watch: Kohl’s, $15

Style: “Simpleton”

Isabella Tolentino
Sophomore
Shirt: thrifted, $3

Belt: Target, $10

Hat: Target, $10

Glasses: Nordstrom, 

$15

Shoes: Nike, $75

Style: “Nonexistent”
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Freshmen
TLC
Photos by Max Silveira and Emily Lu

Sophomores
Netflix Originals
Photos by Max Silveira, Emily Lu 
and Rebecca Bauman

On Monday, the Class of 2022 brought us to the 
hit TLC show Toddlers and Tiaras. The skit was a 
performance filled with humor, surprise and drama. 
Numerous dance routines and an array of eye-
catching set pieces resulted in the freshmen winning 
the awards for “Most Creative Royalty Reveal,” 
“Freshman Funnies” and “Best Participation 
Award.” Some of the contestants competing in the 
pageant were Sapphire (Ashley Irwin) and Diamond 
(Julianna D’Onofrio).  As proven by this year’s 
performance, the Class of 2022 is sure to present us 
with more outstanding skits in the upcoming years. 

The sophomores featured popular  Netflix 
Originals including  Orange is the New Black, 
Stranger Things, To All The Boys I’ve Loved 
Before and Sierra Burgess is a Loser. They were 
awarded “Best Musical Performance,” “Best Vocal 
Performance” and “Best Dynamic Duo” by the 
seniors. Kylie Neubauer and Evan Moreau played 
the main characters, who dreamed they were stuck 
in a Netflix show and were helping Lara Jean 
(Isabella Tolentino) find Peter Kavinsky (Skyler 
Steele) from To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before. 
All of the participants did a great job in their roles. 
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Juniors

Seniors

ABC

NBC

Photos by Lexi Borgna, Rebekah 
Peterson and Jaxen McLaren

Photos by Lexi Borgna, Rebekah 
Peterson and Rebecca Bauman 

The Senior skit portrayed a Saturday Night Live 
episode based in New York City with robberies, 
businessmen and a meteor predicted to wipe 
out Earth. The skit’s leading actors included 
Blanchard Kenfack, Makena St Amant, Jonathan 
Nguyen, Lauren Pretto and Lindsey Simpson. 
The senior skit delivered a strong message 
based on the fact that they only have seven more 
months of high school. The message was that 
you have to live every day to the fullest, whether 
there is a meteor flying at your planet or not.

The juniors tied this year’s skit to last year’s skit by 
using some of the same characters such as “Vicky 
the cruise director” played by Parker Anderson. 
This year’s skit starred Josiah Knight, Sandra 
Ossman and Gabe Aguilar as actors on the Matador 
Show. The three main characters were visited by 
characters from Grey’s Anatomy, The Bachelor 
and Dancing with the Stars in order to find the 
characteristics needed for their own great TV show. 
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By Zach Rittmann
Assistant Editor 

 Insomniac Games’ 
new adventure strives to 
make you feel like Spider-
Man. Thankfully, Marvel's 
Spider-Man on Playstation 4 
succeeds at doing just that.
 Released on September 7 at 
the price of $59.99, Marvel’s 
Spider-Man features acrobatic 
abilities and web-swinging fun 
while also introducing new 
elements we’ve never seen before. 
From parkour and utilizing the 
environment to new combat 
and animations, it’s Spider-Man 
unlike any you’ve played before.
 Unfortunately, as a Playstation 
4 exclusive game, people with 
other gaming systems are left 
out and will not be able to enjoy 
the game unless they buy a 
Playstation 4. However, if you can 
get your hands on the game, you 
will most likely not be let down.

 The engrossing narrative 
brings an array of web-
swinging mechanics, which 
combined with fun gadgets 
and a deep story line makes for 
thrilling action in both massive 
landscapes and small corridors.
 With its detailed 15-hour 
adventure that covers both 
Spider-Man and Peter Parker, the 
learning curve you will endure 
is not as intense as other games. 
After getting comfortable with 
the basics, the rest of the game 
will come almost effortlessly. 
 If you aren’t looking to follow 
a story line, the open-world 
traversal gives you the freedom 
to do whatever you want in 
the massive city of Manhattan. 
 You will use relatively simple 
and intuitive controls to make you 
feel like a powerful hero, bound 
across a vast city with ease and 
use spectacular skills to defeat 
evil. The epic boss battles in 
Spider-Man rival anything you’ve 

Cars with Character
By Kevin Lee
Staff Writer

How much did it cost?
“$12,000 when my dad 
bought it brand new.”

What modifications have 
you made?
“4 inch suspension lift, 3 
inch body lift to fit.”

What’s the longest trip 
you’ve taken in your car?
“I went to Lake Shasta over 
summer with a buddy in 
the middle of July.”

Have you ever been in an 
accident with your car?
“No, but the truck has been 
in three accidents.”

Why do you think your 
car has character?
“My dad was the only 
owner and he bought it in 
high school and did all the 
modifications himself. It’s 
been stolen, stripped of 
everything and then rolled. 
It’s also a stick and has the 
famous 22RE engine that 
never dies.”

What is your best 
memory regarding your 
car?
“Definitely driving 
through a wall of bushes 
and down the hill when I 
got locked in a parking lot 
after practice and leaving 
my team behind with their 
‘lawn mowers.’

Pomegranate Pets

gametyrant.com
Marvel’s Spider-Man captures attention of Spider-Man fans around the world with its eye-catching graphics 
and smooth animation.

What is your horse’s 
name?
“He came with the name 
‘Majestic Bae’ but we 
changed it to Kermie.”

How old is your horse?
“17 years old.”

How does your horse 
have character?
“He’s scared of 
everything. He sees a fly 
and gets nervous.”

What is your least 
favorite thing about your 
horse? 
“He doesn’t listen to me.” 

What does your horse 
eat?
“Hay.”

By Shannon Snell
Perspectives Editor

What is your favorite 
thing about your horse?
“I like petting his fur 
because it’s soft.”

Describe your horse in 
one word.
“Funny.”

Sophomore Ally Meeker’s Horse

Marvel’s Spider-Man: All new 
game with same classic villains

seen in a Marvel movie, including 
an incredible final encounter.
 However, every game has 
at least one downfall, this being 
“replayability.” After completing 
the story, many have claimed 
they now have little to no 
enjoyment in the free-roam mode. 
 In many ways this game is 
just a sequel to 2004 Spider-Man 
2 on the Playstation 2, Xbox 
and GameCube, sharing the 
same basic system. Insomniac 
Games did a fantastic job at 
keeping the basic structure of 
their previous game, but they 
did implement some new things 
for a smoother gameplay feel, 
which has made this game a hit.
 If you are looking for a game 
that will fully delve into the life 
of Spider-Man and make you 
feel like you are in his shoes 
while web-swinging across 
Manhattan’s tall skyscrapers, 
Marvel’s Spider-Man will 
most definitely fit that role.

Some cars are made great ... others have greatness thrust upon them. 
You can make the car, or the car can make you. Whatever the cause, 
in the end, there are always cars with character, cars like senior Cole 
Seely’s 1987 Toyota Pickup 4x4 SR5.

and wine for sale as well as live 
music. The event is from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and tickets start at $10.
 For those who enjoy the 
theater, you don’t have to wait 
until December for fun shows to 
start up. Le Tableau  Magnifique 
presents The Snow Queen on 
the weekend of November 3-4.
 In this captivating ballet, a 
younger sister is taken by the 
Snow Queen, and her older 
sister travels through the four 
seasons to find her. On Saturday, 
the show starts at 7 p.m. and 
on Sunday, the show starts at 
2 p.m. Tickets start at $26 and 
can be purchased on lvpac.org.
 If you want to skip 
Thanksgiving and go straight 
to Christmas, the 35th Annual 
Holiday Dublin Tree Lighting 
is happening on November 
29 at 7 p.m. There will be 
festive entertainment as well 
as cookies and hot chocolate.
 A concert is a perfect place 
to have fun with your friends, 

so attend one this November. 
The Oakland Coliseum has 
some great shows lined up with 
Twenty One Pilots playing on 
November 11 and Nicki Minaj 
and Future on November 16.
 Troye Sivan is at The Masonic 
in San Francisco on November 
2, and Lindsey Stirling plays 
at the Golden One Center in 
Sacramento on November 24.
 Many new and exciting 
films are also coming out this 
November. Bohemian Rhapsody, 
a movie about the band Queen, 
and Disney’s The Nutcracker 
and the Four Realms both 
premiere on November 2.
 The second installment of 
the Fantastic Beasts series, 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
of Grindelwald, comes out 
on November 16. And to start 
getting you into the Christmas 
spirit, a remaking of The Grinch 
will be released on November 9.
 Mark your calendars, because 
there are always fun things to 
do in the Bay Area, especially 
during the holiday season.

To-do list
Continued from page 1

Photo by Trevor Campbell  
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party. Right now, there are 147 definite 
Republican seats and 51 probable, and 182 
definite Democratic seats and 10 probable.
 However, there are still some seats 
available because of “swing states,” or 
states that sometimes choose Democratic 
representatives and sometimes choose 

in the White House has lost an average of 
32 seats in the House of Representatives 
and two in the Senate in every mid-term 
election since the American Civil War 
in 1861-65,” according to BBC News.
 The House’s counterpart, the Senate, 
is elected every six years, so only about 
⅓ (35) of the 100 members will be up 
for re-election. The Republican Party 
has 3 definite seats, 2 probable and 4 
at risk. The Democratic Party has 14 
definite seats, 8 probable and 4 at risk.
 What does this all mean? If the 
Democrats win only one part of Congress, 
the government could fail to agree on 
funding for operations across America, and 
a shutdown could occur. If the Democrats 
win all of the Senate they could try to 
impeach President Trump, but more likely 
would just hinder his decisions. If the 
Republicans win, things in the government 
will continue to move as they are currently, 
with a Republican president and Senate.
 However, the midterm elections could 
still go to either party. Anything could 
change between now and November 6. 

Republican representatives. There are 
45 seats that could go to either party, and 
give them the 218 they need to control the 
House. Though the Republicans currently 
control the House, a win is predicted to go 
to the Democrats because past elections 
have shown that “the party with a president 

By Eleanor Hu
Staff Writer

 On November 6, everyone over the 
age of 18 will have the opportunity to 
choose representatives who will determine 
the future of our government. American 
voters will choose who gets a seat in 
the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, who together make up Congress 
and pass laws that impact all of America.
 The House of Representatives is 
currently controlled by the Republicans, 
but the Democrats believe they can take 
the House by winning the majority of 
seats. Every two years, all 435 seats are 
available, but this doesn’t mean that a 
single party could ever control all the seats.
 Each state gets a different number of 
representatives based off their population, 
so a larger state like California gets 52 
representatives, while a smaller state like 
North Dakota has only 1. Because there 
are certain states that always vote either 
Democratic or Republican, each side is 
guaranteed a few members from their 

christianpost.com

By Lauren Gonzalez
Staff Writer

 Every day, more than 115 people in  the 
United States lose their life due to opioid 
abuse, according to the National Institute 
of Health. The opioid epidemic started 
in the late 1990s when pharmaceutical 
companies ensured that opioids were safe 
and users would not become addicted; 
this claim led healthcare providers 
to prescribe them at greater dosages. 
 Since then, opioid overdose rates 
have increased. In 2017, more than 
40,000 Americans died due to opioid 
overdoses. Approximately 2 million 

people in the United States suffered from 
substance use disorders interconnected 
with prescription opioid pain relievers. 
In addition, 591,000 suffer from a heroin 
use disorder, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.
 The CDC  also reported that the misuse of 
prescription opioids costs the United States 
$78.5 billion a year. This includes the costs 
of healthcare, lost productivity, addiction 
treatment and criminal justice involvement.
 Opioids are popular because they 
contain chemicals that relax and relieve 
pain. They can create a feeling of pleasure 
and cause a person to feel “high,” which 
is why they are often misused. However, 

October in Review

By Laney Lawrence
Staff Writer

 In late September, waves exceeding 
six metres swept through the city of Palu, 
Indonesia, destroying homes, businesses 
and schools. In the past weeks, a 7.4 
magnitude earthquake, multiple tsunamis 
and a volcanic eruption devastated the 
unsuspecting nation. Officials believe that 
the death toll will continue to rise from 
the current number of more than 1,000.
 In 2016, Ian Watkinson and Robert 
Hall of the University of London published 
a paper warning the people of Palu that 
their ideal fertile land was also extremely 
vulnerable to earthquakes and liquefaction. 
 Liquefaction refers to the aftermath 
of an earthquake when solid land is 
turned into a liquid-like substance. To 
increase complications, deforestation 
and gold mining has shifted 
sediment in the region, making the 
ground more vulnerable to collapse.
 After the disastrous events recently 
in Indonesia, Watkinson said, “the 
geological evidence pointed very strongly 
to the likelihood of something like this 
occurring.” Despite hard lessons from 
previous natural disasters in which the 

Indonesian authorities refused outside 
help, the international aid effort in 
Palu was still “dogged by resistance 
and confusion,” Watkinson added.
 Across the world in Florida, hurricane 
season continues to show the dangers of 
warmer ocean temperatures and higher sea 
levels. In the states of Florida, Georgia, 
North Carolina and Virginia, at least 35 
deaths caused by the impact of the Category 
4 Hurricane Michael have been reported.
 Although scientists are still unsure 
whether climate change is directly 
linked to an increased number of 
hurricanes across the world, they do 
believe that the ocean’s temperature 
and level can intensify the impacts.

they are generally safe if taken for a short 
time period and prescribed by a doctor.
 Even when used under a doctor’s 
care, opioids can lead to dependence, 
addiction, overdoses and death. They 
top the list of drugs that cause the 
most harm and drug-related deaths. 
If a person is trying to quit opioids, 
doctors will prescribe the medications 
methadone and buprenorphine, which 
are taken daily and can ease withdrawal 
symptoms such as low energy, irritability, 
anxiety, insomnia, runny nose, teary 
eyes, hot and cold sweats, goosebumps, 
muscle aches and pains, abdominal 
cramping, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.

 Opioids can be laced with fentanyl, 
which is so strong that it can easily 
cause an accidental overdose. People 
who take fentanyl-laced opioids do not 
know they are taking a more powerful 
drug, therefore they are more likely to 
overdose. Unfortunately, in one-third of 
fentanyl overdoses, the user dies within 
seconds of taking fentanyl. An opioid 
overdose can be counteracted with the drug 
naloxone, but only if taken right away. 
 For those thinking about quitting, 
reaching out to a healthcare professional 
is highly recommended. With assistance 
from a medical profession,  an 
opioid addiction can be overcome.

By Laney Lawrence
Staff Writer

 On October 2, journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi was reported missing after 
entering a Saudi consulate in Istanbul. 
In the weeks following, tensions among 
the countries of Turkey, Saudi Arabia 
and the United States have increased, 
with all attempting to uncover the truth 
regarding Khashoggi’s disappearance. 
 Turkey and Saudi Arabia have battled 
over who holds responsibility for his 
disappearance, with both nations denying 
any connection to the missing person’s case. 
 Although Turkey has not officially 
blamed Saudi Arabia for Khashoggi’s 
death, investigators have said they have 
evidence showing he was killed by a 
team of Saudi agents inside the consulate.
 Initially, the Saudi Arabia government 
denied any responsibility for Khashoggi’s 
disappearance, saying he entered and 
left the consulate safely. However 18 
days after his disappearance, members 
of the Saudi government finally admitted 
that Khashoggi had been killed in 
Saudi Arabia’s Istanbul consulate.
 On October 20, Saudi officials 
released more details of Khashoggi’s 

disappearance. According to CNN, 
Khashoggi “died in a fist fight involving 
more than a dozen Saudi officials at 
the country’s consulate in Istanbul.”
 In an interview with Fox News, 
Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir denied 
that the crown prince of Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed bin Salman, ordered 
Khashoggi’s death. He referred to the 
incident as “murder,” promising to solve 
the case and “punish those…responsible.”
 It is too early to confirm which nation 
is fully responsible for Khashoggi’s death. 
However, we do know for sure that relations 
amongst the nations of Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey and the United States will never be 
the same as before after this fatal tragedy.

timesnownews.comtampabay.com

Missing Saudi Arabian journalistGlobal panic caused by hurricanes

United States devastated by increasing opioid overdose rates

Midterm elections may result in government shifts

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3271614/
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Varsity water polo achieves NCS for second straight year
By Griffin Lawrence

Staff Writer
 The boys water polo season 
began in late August, and 

Zack Macintire finds dedication on the field and in faith
By Lauren Gonzalez

Staff Writer
 Senior Zack Macintire has 
learned many valuable life 
lessons from playing football. 
 Macintire, who is a 
returning captain on this year’s 
football team, explained the 
mantra of this year’s team is 
building men of character, 
selflessness and perseverance. 
 He said, “You need to be 
strong mentally because you’re 
going to deal with adversity. 
It’s how you respond to the 
adversity is what defines you.” 
 Macintire, who has played 
running back, safety and is a 
two way starter, also attributes 
his success to his religious 
devotion and to his unwavering 
goal to be the best person he can. 
 He enjoys coming together as 
a team, spending time together, 
supporting each other and 
building a brotherly bond. He 

also appreciates and benefits 
from being surrounded by people 
who constantly encourage him 
to work harder every day in the 
classroom and on the field.“ What 
keeps me going on the field isn’t 
just my coaches and teammates 
pushing me, I do my best for God, 
who I am continuously praying to 
and asking for strength from.” 
 He explains his 
accomplishments don’t give him 
worth and identity; he simply 
feels blessed to be healthy and 
able to do what he loves and work 
his hardest at it. “(God) gave me 
the gift to play football, so I must 
humble myself and thank Him 
for my achievements. I want to 
use football as my platform to 
bring glory to His name,” said 
Macintire. He does this by leading 
a team bible study once a week and 
praying together as a team before 
and after games, sometimes 
with the opposing team. 
 He admits that recruiting for 

football causes him stress and 
anxiety at times, but he says he 
deals with it by continuously 
praying and reminding himself 
of Proverbs 16:9, “In our hearts 
we plan our course but the 
Lord establishes our steps.”
 Although, football is time 
consuming and demanding, 
Macintire makes time for 
schoolwork and his four 
academic classes. His favorite 
is psychology since he finds 
it interesting to study human 
behavior and the human mind. 
His hobbies and extracurricular 
activities include being involved 
in YoungLife, journaling, 
hiking and going to the gym.
 He explains his busy 
football schedule can stand in 
the way of other commitments 
and events, which can be 
disappointing. However, he 
believes his dedication and 
self-discipline will all pay off 
and prepare him for his future.

Girls volleyball works together to pursue success
By Tiffany Rucker
Entertainment Editor

 Girls volleyball is a difficult 
sport to play, but it is a very 
exciting sport to watch. This 
year, our girls volleyball team 
has been working extremely hard 
to dedicate themselves to this 
sport, and they show their team 
unity and hard work constantly 
both on and off the court.
 This year’s volleyball team is 
as strong as ever. They have had 
many wins this season, defeating 
a multitude of rivals along the 
way. One opponent they handled 
easily was Dougherty Valley 
High School, beating them by a  
score of 3-0. Another team that 
they soundly defeated was Dublin 
High, dominating the court with 
another score of 3-0. Their first 
match of the season against 
Livermore was also a 3-0 win.

 A typical game for these 
volleyball players consists of 
passion, trust and determination. 
This attitude sends the crowd 
through a whirlwind of feeling 

pride and satisfaction. The team 
itself is full of skilled coaches 
and hard-working players.
 Junior Natasha Rodkin talked 
about camraderie on the team. 

“We didn’t have a season where 
we won a ton,” she said, “but we 
worked hard and worked together, 
and as a team, most of the girls get 
along pretty well and we had a lot 
of laughs.” Rodkin and the other 
girls on the team all believe that 
volleyball has brought them closer 
together as a team and as friends.
 Senior Veronica Brumburgh 
has similar feelings about the 
season. “So far, the season has 
been okay,” she said. “We’ve won 
some and lost some, but our team 
has gotten pretty close this year.”
 Brumburgh, and many of 
her fellow teammates, agree that 
even though they have had some 
losses, their team is still going 
strong. During practice, even 
when they’re tired, they put in 
the best effort possible and have 
made the season the best it can be.
 This year’s season may 
be almost over, but the girls 

are still going strong and are 
looking forward to playing 
their last matches against 
Amador Valley and Livermore. 
They have won previously 
against these two teams, so 
their future is looking bright.
 The girls volleyball team 
is doing an amazing job at 
working together and being the 
best they can be. Brumburgh, 
when asked about her last year 
on the team, said, “We have six 
seniors graduating, and we just 
had our senior night, which we 
won in three sets against Dublin. 
Overall, I have to check on 
MaxPreps.com, but we’re sad 
about our last year. We had a lot 
of fun playing with each other.”
 Although they are sad that the 
season is almost over, the whole 
team is happy that they got to 
experience the sport together.

 Macintire does not have 
any set plans on where he will 
be attending college or playing 

football. He said, “I don’t know 
what my future in football hold, 
but I do know who holds it.”

despite challenges throughout 
the season, the team has high 
expectations. With a combination 
of skilled returning players and 
new talent, the boys varsity 

water polo team worked hard 
to have a succesful season. 
 “Our expectations for this 
season are pretty high,” said 
senior Alec Faith. “We made 
NCS for the first time in about 
17 years last year, so we really 
made it our goal to make it back.” 
 The team is putting in a lot 
of hard work to accomplish 
their goal. All of the players 
strive to play their best, and 
senior Gabe Akins and junior 
Joey Katen are two standouts 
who are recognized for their 
years of hard work at practice, 
which clearly shows at games.
 Senior Captain Gabe Akins 
talks about the importance of 
hard work and says, “In the pool 
everyone needs to put in the hard 
work for both them and the team.” 
 Although practices and 
games are important, Faith said 
“The most important aspect of 

our team is having fun. We love 
games and practice, but at the 
end of the day, having fun is the 
most valued part of the team.”
 The Matadors look forward 
to the rivalry game versus 
Livermore High each year, 
and this season’s October 16 
game was no different. Faith 
stated, “This game is the most 
important game of each season, 
and we know a lot of the guys 
on their team.  Just having the 
pressure of a rivalry game makes 
it the hardest one this year.”
 After a tough loss to 
Livermore High, the boys 
waterpolo team came back and 
put on a strong performance at 
the Eagle Pride Tournament.
 According to Faith, the best 
part of the season are tournaments. 
“When you set out entire days 
to just compete and hang out 
with the team, the product ends 

up being a lot of fun,” he said.
 In the tournament they faced 
San Rafael High on October 
19, and lost the first game 8-5, 
after a hard fought battle. They 
then faced Capuchino High and 
Milpitas High on October 20. 
 They finished the tournament 
strong with a 12-1 victory 
against Capuchino and a 
12-9 victory against Milpitas. 
 “I am sure that this team 
has come a long way and has 
improved a lot,” said Akins.
The team’s hardwork paid 
off and they ended the season 
with an overall record of 8-12 
and a league record of 5-4. 
They made NCS and faced 
Livermore High on October 31. 
 The boys varsity water polo 
team hopes that they can learn 
from mistakes and successes of 
this season and carry on the hard 
work into the next year’s season. 

Photo by Bob Bronzan
Senior Zack Macintire has had a great season so far and relies on 
mental and physical toughness to succeed.

Photo by Bob Bronzan
Team Captain senior Madi Wright goes up for a kill set up by senior 
Rebecca Anderson.

Photo by Bob Bronzan
Senior Charles Ye looks to pass the ball at a recent home game against 
Irvington.
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By Max Silveira
Staff Writer

 The NBA Season has 
just begun, and with a ton of 
memorable moments already 
fresh in our minds and multiple 
great games already played, here 
is the season preview for the NBA 
season. Teams are listed in the 
order in which they should finish.

Western Conference: 
Golden State Warriors: 

 The back-to-back champion 
Golden State Warriors are 
expected to make a big splash 
again this year with the free agent 
signing of DeMarcus “Boogie” 
Cousins during the offseason, 
who many believe is one of the 
premier centers in the league. 
Additionally, with the “Splash 
Brothers” (Stephen Curry and 
Klay Thompson), Draymond 
Green and Kevin Durant also part 
of the starting lineup, the Warriors 
are clear favorites to be the 
cream of the crop in the Western 
Conference. Many are calling 
the lineup the greatest collection 
of players ever assembled in 
the history of the NBA. Time 
will tell if the Warriors can 
live up to the hype, but if not, 
it wouldn’t be the first time a 
talented team has disappointed.

Utah Jazz: 
 The Utah Jazz ended last 
season on a hot streak that led 
them to the playoffs. The Jazz then 
went on an impressive playoff run 
with their rookie star, Donovan 
Mitchell. They are now the team 
to focus on in the coming months, 
and many will be anxiously 
waiting to see what they do next.

Houston Rockets: 
The Houston Rockets were 
the tragic story of the 2017-
2018 season. After losing star 
Chris Paul during the Western 
Conference Finals, they then 
lost the series due in no small 
part to missing 27 straight 3’s 
in the final game. The Rockets 
seem to still have the same 
goals this year as last year, beat 
the Warriors, and beat whoever 
wins the Eastern Conference.

Eastern Conference: 
Toronto Raptors: 

 The Toronto Raptors had 
a rough time at the end of last 
year. The Raptors were crushed 
by LeBron and the Cavs in the 
second round, being swept in 
four games. Their head coach 
was then quickly fired and an 
overhaul was in order. They 
picked up former MVP Kawhi 
Leonard in a trade. How well the 
Raptors do all depends on how 

healthy Leonard is. But many 
are confident that he will remain 
injury-free for the majority of the 
season and lead them to a title.

Boston Celtics: 
 The Boston Celtics were 
incredibly close to taking the 
Eastern Conference last season. 
In Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference Finals, the Celtics 
went 7 for 39 at the 3-point line, 
and without their stars, Kyrie 
Irving and Gordon Hayward. The 
Celtics will now be adding two 
all-stars (Kyrie Irving and Gordon 
Hayward)  to a team that nearly 
made the Finals. With Lebron 
James now in the West, and the 
East finally open, the Celtics are 
looking to take the conference.

Philadelphia 76ers: 
 The Philadelphia 76ers have 
been running by the motto “Trust 
the Process” for the past three 
to four years. The 76ers have 
been going through a dramatic 
rebuilding process, and it all 
seemed to pay off last year. They 
made it to the second round of the 
playoffs before being knocked 
out by the Celtics. This year, 
they are looking to go deeper 
into the playoffs. With young 
stars like Ben Simmons and Joel 
Embiid, the 76ers are hoping 
to only get better with time.

2018-2019 NBA season 
preview and predictions

si.com
The Golden State Warriors, already considered one of the best teams ever, have now added Demarcus 
Cousins to their lineup, making them the first team in 40 years to start five current all-stars to their team.

Girls golf team making strides toward NCS
By Jaxen McLaren

News Editor
 The varsity girls golf team has 
proven they are a team not to be 
messed with. They currently have 
wins against both Carondelet 
and Monte Vista under their belt. 
 Coach Matt Robles said 
that their main goals this season 
were to beat Carondelet, to make 
it to sectionals and to win a 
tournament. “And we did!” he said.
 The girls also took sixth place 
at the EBAL tournament earlier 
in the week. However they did 
place first at the non-conference 

YellowJacket invitational 
match earlier in September.
 The varsity team had many 

close matches against Dougherty, 
Amador Valley and Dublin 
High. The girls have a record of 

Granada hosts fall 
Special Olympics
 On September 27 (grades 
K-5) and October 9 (grades 
6-12), the soccer events for the 
Special Olympics were held 
on our football field. Special 
education students from 28 
schools in Dublin, Livermore 
and Pleasanton attended. 
 Families and peers came 
to show their support, and 
Granada students assisted in 
the games, acting as referees 

2-5, both as their overall season 
record and as their EBAL record. 
 One of the girls most valuable 
players and influential teammates 
in senior Alex Christeson, who 
has played golf since middle 
school at Mendenhall, and even 
before then as a young child. 
 “She always comes to 
practice and games with a 
positive attitude ready to put her 
best foot forward,” said fellow 
teammate junior Jordan Briggs. 
“She never puts the team down, 
she only strives for us to get 
better and (improve) as a team.”
 Robles said that in addition 

to Christeson, Jade Overton and 
Jordan Briggs have been the 
team’s strongest contributors. 
“They work hard and set a 
good example, and they were 
consistently shooting well so they 
could be counted on,” said Robles.
 Robles also mentioned a 
junior clinic that the team held. 
He said, “We had a handful of 6-8 
year olds who were interested in 
golf and the team held a clinic. 
They really stepped up and 
helped promote GHS and the 
game of golf.” The girls golf team 
really showed strong dedication 
and enthusiasm for their sport.

Senior Alex Christeson tees off for the girls golf team at a match 
against Dublin High.

and activity supervisors.
 Walking around the field, 
it was clear that every student 
was encouraged to have fun. 
Although many players had 
mobility limitations, staff made 
sure that each student had the 
opportunity to enjoy the day.
 In February, Dublin plans 
to host basketball games 
and in April, Pleasanton will 
host track and field events. 

Photo by Bob Bronzan

Summary and photos by Rebecca Bauman
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AV: Amador Valley
CV: Castro Valley
DLS: De La Salle

FH: Foothill
LHS: Livermore
MV: Monte Vista 
Cal: California

SRV: San Ramon Valley
Car: Carondelet

DV: Dougherty Valley
DHS: Dublin

NOVEMBER 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

the pomegranate

-B JV Water polo Napa  
 Crush Tournament
-G V Water polo    
 Western States Varsity  
 Tournament

Congrats to Blaze Hill,
ALOHA’S DRIVER OF THE MONTH!!!

Blaze has earned a $50 GAS CARD on ALOHA!!!
(Contact ALOHA to collect your prize)

~Thank you to all students past & present for your business~

$20.00 OFF (full package)
FULL Package = Taking Classroom Drivers Ed & Behind-the-Wheel @ALOHA

Classroom Drivers Ed. enrolling NOW! 
If you want to pass, come to class!

  
Enroll on-line or give the office a call

 (925) 373-7483
Classroom Drivers Ed. runs monthly 

On-Line Drivers Ed available 24/7
Check out our website for more info: 

www.AlohaDrivingSchool.com
(One coupon per enrollment, exp. 12/31/19 DMV #4146)

-Jefferson Awards Club  
 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Literary Society MM-3
-Prayer and Worship P-23   
 @ 7 a.m. 

-V, JV & Frosh Cross  
 Country EBAL   
 Championships @ 1 p.m.

-G V Golf  Norcal    
 Tournament
-YoungLife The Little  
 Theater @ 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
--Model UN 300

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 

-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15 p.m.
-Art Club 601  
-Interact Club 205
-CSF 301
-

-Veterans Day
 No School

-G V Golf  State     
 Tournament
-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
--Model UN 300

-V Cross Country NCS  
  Championships

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

17161514131211

18

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 

-YoungLife    
 Campaigners @ 7 p.m.

-V Football NCS    
 Quarterfinals
-Jefferson Awards Club  
 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Prayer and Worship P-23  
 @ 7 a.m.

-T1 Finals 
 Periods 3 & 4
-V Football NCS Semifinals    
 @ 7 p.m.
-Prayer and Worship P-23 
 @ 7 a.m.

-T1 Finals
 Periods 1, 2 & 5

2

28

31

29 30

-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15
-Art Club 601
-Interact Club 205 
-CSF 301

-V Football CIF NorCal  
 Regional Championship 
 @ 7 p.m.
-Jefferson Awards Club  
 306 
-Hip Hop Club

-YoungLife The Little  
 Theater @ 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-‘Handel: The Messiah’  
 & Pacific Chamber  
 Orchestra @ 3 p.m.
-YoungLife    
 Campaigners @ 7 p.m.

24

25 26 27

-V Cross Country CIF  
 State Championships

-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15 p.m.
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-CSF 301

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
--Model UN 300

Thanksgiving Break

-Dublin/San Ramon  
 Women’s Club Holiday   
 Fashion Show &    
 Luncheon @ 11:30 a.m
-YoungLife    
 Campaigners @ 7 p.m.

-Daylight Savings Ends
-YoungLife    
 Campaigners @ 7 p.m.
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