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Creative, upbeat art teacher will be missed
By Rebecca Bauman

Editor-in-Chief
 Former art teacher Laura 
Thournir passed away on March 
1 after spending the afternoon 
with her family at Lake Del Valle. 
 Thournir grew up in 
Livermore and graduated from 
Livermore High School with the 
class of 1971. She then earned 
her Bachelor of Fine Arts from 
Cal State Hayward and followed 
multiple different career paths, 
including speech and reading 
therapy and interior design. 
 She was initially a long-term 
substitute teacher at Granada, 
but she was quickly hired to 
teach the art classes. After 23 
years at Granada, she retired this 
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GSA welcomes all
By Ashton Carter

Staff Writer
 Granada’s Gender and  
Sexuality Alliance (GSA) 
has created a community that 
promotes a judgement-free 
environment open to all and has 
been a regular part of Granada 
since 2016. The first GSA 
originated in 1988 out of San 
Francisco and was formerly 
known as the “Gay-Straight 
Alliance,” but as of 2016 changed 
to become open to all sexualities 
and gender orientations. 
 Granada’s GSA meetings are 
led by two seniors, president Ani 
Quindipan and vice president 
Ollie Sears. Quindipan has been 
a part of GSA since her freshman 
year and said, “It is a safe space 
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Chy develops artistic abilities
By Laney Lawrence

Assistant Editor
 Since participating in art 
programs in elementary school, 
sophomore Reese Chy has found 
a way to express herself and 
share her artistic abilities with a 
wide variety of people. Chy says 
that she has fond memories of 
taking art classes in elementary 
school, starting with the FAME 
program at Smith. This parent-
led program introduces students 
to a variety of styles of art and 
teaches them about the history 
of different styles and painters, 
while allowing for an interactive 
experience in creating their 
own pieces of artwork. 
 Chy enjoys capturing a 
variety of subjects in her art, but 
her favorite subjects to focus on 
include religious figures and more 
somber themes that presents the 
observer with the “nitty-gritty,” 
making them think about the 
meaning of the artwork, rather 
than merely glancing over it. 
 Her favorite medium to use 
is watercolor as it is “so fluid 
and relaxing to use.” She added 
that it is easy for her to create 
new colors by using watercolors, 
and they are usually fairly 
inexpensive, while still being 
high quality. Chy also enjoys 
using a variety of other mediums 
such as graphite pencils.
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With some guidance from art teacher Kathryn Malson (left), 
sophomore Reese Chy (right) has utilized mediums such as 
watercolor to create interesting, thought-provoking pieces. 

Students and teachers will greatly miss Laura Thournir, an upbeat art 
teacher who retired last year. She was known for her enthusiasm for 
her students’ artwork. 

Members of the Gender and Sexuality Alliance help create an open 
and judgement-free community on campus.

 As a viewer of art, Chy enjoys 
looking at thought-provoking 
pieces where the meaning is 
not obvious. When Chy is 
inspired to create a new piece 
of artwork, she said she enjoys 
expressing herself by creating 
pieces that elicit emotions or 
reactions from the viewers. 
 Recently, Chy has enjoyed 
the genre of horror art, and 
enjoys drawing skeletons and 
skulls. Above all, Chy enjoys 
making artwork that “sparks a 
sense of wonder” in her viewers.
 When asked what motivates 
her to create a piece of artwork 
or start drawing, Chy said, 
“Probably just how I’m feeling. 
I usually draw to express how 
I’m feeling or if I’m bored. 

Music also helps a lot.” Every 
now and then, Chy says she 
gets inspiration from a song 
or specific song lyrics to 
create a new piece of artwork.
 In addition to song lyrics 
and her fellow art students, Chy 
says she also gets inspiration 
from Instagram artists. These 
artists include Lora Zombie 
(@lorazombie), Trevor 
Henderson (@trevorhenderson), 
Peter Mohrbacher (@
petermohrbacher) and Tommy 
Kim (@tommykim_art). Each 
of these Instagram artists has 
their own unique style and 
influences Chy’s artwork in 
different ways. She said that she 
aspires to be like these artists 

See Reese Chy, page 6

for LGBT students, and I think 
it’s really important to have that 
safe community where people 
can go.” She added, “we are 
very welcoming to anybody.” 
 GSA creates a family-like 
environment made up of  “a 
lively community,” as Sears 
described it. Sears joined 
their junior year and said “any 
queer persons who are looking 
for people to relate to or just 
to chat with” are welcomed. 
 The club emphasizes love and 
inclusivity and Quindipan and 
Sears help support that message.
Treasurer junior Kale Yunker has 
attended GSA since his freshman 
year and is drawn to it as he says 
that GSA is “a place where I can 
feel I belong.” He further stated 
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past June and began a part-time 
position working at a prison, 
where she taught mural painting 
to prisoners. In an interview last 
year about her retirement, she 
described being an art teacher as 
“the best job I never imagined 
I would actually get to have.”
 Thournir’s art can be 
seen on the signal box on 
the corner of Railroad and 
Livermore Avenues. The 
box features a pair of red, 
white and blue cowgirl boots. 
 Her favorite hobbies included 
going to concerts, taking artistic 
classes, tending to her garden, 
kayaking, doing yoga, traveling 
to various destinations and 
playing with her granddaughters.
 Art teacher Kathryn Malson 

said Thournir was “extremely 
gracious in sharing all her 
materials with me, showing 
me around the art room and 
really just being available 
to me if I had any questions 
when I started teaching.” 
 With Thournir’s help, the 
Art Club has painted murals 
on about 20 bus depots in 
Livermore. Now, the club is 
working on a mural dedicated to 
her that will have a Livermore 
scene and her favorite pair 
of cowgirl boots. Malson is 
also continuing Thournir’s 
“Memory Project,” where Art 
Club students paint portraits of 
children in different countries 
who do not have parents and 

See Thournir, page 4
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By Vivien Wenneker

Features Editor
 As Girl Scout cookie season 
wrapped up, many people were 
rushing to grab hold of the last 
few remaining boxes still out 
there. Being available for only 

a couple months out of the 
year, Girl Scout cookies are 
a rarity, making them all the 
more special and sought after.
 Girl Scout cookies are 
famous for their widespread 
popularity among all groups of 
people, as well as their unique 

range of flavors. They are so 
well liked that it is rare to find 
someone who doesn’t like at least 
one type of Girl Scout cookie. 
 Of all the American sweets, 
Girl Scout cookies have earned 
a much loved and highly 
prized position in American 

By Sophia Demma

Staff Writer
 During this stressful time, 
there is a lot of chaos, some 
of it due to boredom from the 
shelter in place, but some is 
also due to shopping at the 
grocery stores. In this crazy 
time, everyone needs to be 
safe and be mindful of others.
 While students are sorting 
through their online schoolwork, 
parents are panicking about 
stores being out of stock of 
necessities. You might think 
that food would be the most 
popular and in-demand item, but 
paper towels and toilet paper are 
selling out even more quickly.
 Some cities have been greatly 
affected by COVID-19, and fear 
of the disease is causing people 
to stock up on everything, such 
as hand soap and frozen foods 
because they have been stuck in 
the house for 30 days or more. 
The effect of this pandemic 
shouldn’t be people waiting 

hours to get into a Costco just to 
buy toilet paper. The only reason 
it is short supply is because 
people have unnecessarily 
hoarded it; grocery stores are 
not closing and would not be 
running out of things if people 
would quit being so selfish.
 People hoarding enormous 
amounts of toilet paper is causing 
other people to buy more than 
usual because now the others are 
afraid they won’t find any when 
they actually need it. This effect 
on people is causing lots of stress 
and anxiety that is not needed.
 Watching the news is 
already causing enough stress 
on parents; seeing non-essential 
stores closing may mean many 
employees are losing their jobs. 
On top of that, it’s very scary 
to see that stores are rapidly 
running out of supplies that 
are important for basic living. 
 Hoarding all of the paper 
products and cleaning supplies 
at the store is also not thoughtful 
of people who have trouble 

shopping for themselves, such 
as senior citizens. There are 
tons of videos online of elderly 
people who can’t find food, 
soap, toilet paper and more items 
due to the excessive hoarding.
 As citizens continue to 
grow worried about the virus 
worsening and getting closer 

to them, stores are reacting to 
panic buying and starting to 
set limits. Safeway and Target 
have set limits on many types of 
purchases and are temporarily 
not taking returns, and some 
stores are not allowing shoppers 
to use their own bags unless 
customers bag their own items.

 Hoarding basic necessities 
at grocery stores will not cure 
the virus and may hurt those 
who desperately need those 
important items. Hoarding 
and panic buying will only 
make life worse, causing more 
stress and anxiety during this 
worrisome time in our lives.

Hoarding only worsens coronavirus situation

supermarketnews.com
Shelves in grocery stores across the world are emptying due to panic buying and hoarding brought on by 
the coronavirus. Toilet paper, paper towels and other cleaning items are among the most-hoarded items.

Girl Scout cookies’ popularity masks their unhealthiness
society, which can sometimes 
be consequential when people 
take it too far and blindly hold 
these cookies in high regard. 
 No one wants to roast Girl 
Scout cookies; in fact, everyone 
would rather eat them, but that 
is exactly the problem here. 
They are so good that people 
would rather turn a blind eye to 
how unhealthy they actually are.
 The truth is that there are a lot 
of refined carbohydrates, sugar 
and fat in Girl Scout cookies. 
Many of them are particularly 
high in saturated fat and most top 
sellers have more than 20 percent 
of the recommended daily intake, 
according to nbcnews.com.
 Girl Scout cookies were 
first sold at local fundraisers 
and school events back when 
they were just the simple sugar 
cookies that girls would make 
with their mothers, before 
becoming more uniform and 
sold commercially in the 1930s. 
By the 2000s, cookie flavors had 
evolved drastically and bakers 
were producing a maximum 

of eight cookie varieties.
 According to the International 
Business Times, the GSUSA 
sells nearly $800 million worth 
of cookies every year. Critics say 
the organization can no longer 
ignore the staggering rates of 
so-called lifestyle diseases in 
the United States, where 9.3 
percent of the population has 
been diagnosed with diabetes. 
 The National Center for 
Health Statistics estimates that, 
for 2015-2016 in the U.S., 39.8% 
of adults aged 20 and over were 
obese (including 7.6% with severe 
obesity) and that another 31.8% 
were overweight. Obesity rates 
have increased for all population 
groups in the United States 
over the last several decades.
 There seems to be a disconnect 
between what the Girl Scouts are 
selling and what their message is, 
which “is to build girls of courage, 
confidence and character, who 
make the world a better place.” 
Perhaps there needs to be more 
recognition of this disconnect and  
responsibility taken by all parties. 

Matador on the Street: What are you doing while sheltering in place?
By Pomegranate Staff

Kelsey Hertz, 
Freshman
“I’m doing a lot of 
homework and I’ve been 
cooking dinner every 
night.”

Trevor Crittenden, 
Sophomore
“Online poker.”

Nathan Marcelo, 
Junior
“I’ve literally completed 
two assignments ... I’ve 
just been playing Call of 
Duty and working out.”

Jackie Fenner, 
Senior
“I bike, take hikes, try 
new recipes, read, watch a 
lot of movies and do a lot 
of puzzles.”

Jaclyn Pang, 
Teacher
“I do two Zoom lectures 
a day... And, I got a 
new puppy so he’s been 
keeping me very busy.”

srqmagazine.com
Girl Scout cookies, which started as simple sugar cookies that Girl Scouts would make with their parents, 
are now available in a wide variety of flavors. Despite the popularity of these cookies, they are not healthy.
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April Music Review
After Hours by The Weeknd
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Posada
Takeout

Ale House
Takeout

Canton Village
Takeout

Canton Village is a great choice 
if you are craving Chinese food. 
With a mix of Szechuan and 
Cantonese style cuisine, there is 
a wide variety of options, from 
spicy Szechuan beef to Mu Shu 
chicken wraps with a sweet 
and slightly tangy plum sauce. 
Canton Village is located at 1070 
E Stanley Blvd and is currently 
available for pickup or delivery 
on DoorDash, Postmates or on 
their website, cantonvillage.com.

If you’re looking for some good 
take-out food while we shelter 
in place, the Ale House is a solid 
option. The entirety of their food 
menu is available, and making 
an order is easy. Just call the 
restaurant, place your order and 
drive downtown to the parking 
lot behind the restaurant. As 
usual, the burgers, fries and other 
specialty dishes are delicious, 
and you can’t go wrong with the 
Tootsie Pop on the side to top it off.

By Ryan Bartl
Staff Writer

 After Hours is the fourth 
studio album by Canadian 
singer Abel Makkonen Tesfaye, 
better known as The Weeknd. 
The album has 14 songs on it 
and introduces us to a new path 
in music that Tesfaye has taken.
 After Hours differs greatly 
from The Weeknd’s 2016 
breakout album Starboy, which 
featured lots of up-tempo beats 
and rhythms and was used to 
announce Tesfaye’s presence in 
the world of music. His latest 
release, however, has a much 
darker, moodier tone to it. We 
get to explore deeper into The 
Weeknd’s thoughts, emotions 
and background, and this soul- 
searching journey resulted 
in some incredible music.
 The most popular song on 
the album is “Blinding Lights,” 
which was released as a single 
in November 2019. The song 
bears many similarities to 80s 
music, and it is really easy to 
sing and dance to. It is also the 
most upbeat song on the album
 Much of the rest of the track 
focuses on The Weeknd’s growth 
and development as a person, as 
well as some of the lessons he 
has learned along the way. It is 
always fun to hear a new side 
of an already-popular artist, 
and After Hours is no different.
 The song “Snowchild” 
details the challenges that 
Tesfaye had to endure as a 
child and how those challenges 
eventually helped him become 
the successful artist he is today. 
The dark, echoey tone of the 

song, combined with the lyrics 
that reflect struggle, help give off 
a somber, “rags to riches” vibe.
 An interesting thing about 
the After Hours album is that it 
does not have any other artists 
featured on it. Tesfaye sings 
directly to his fans for all 14 
songs. This is likely because he 
knows best about the challenges 
he faced, and it would seem fake 
if someone else came on the track 
and tried to sing about them. As 
a result, he is able to connect 
more personally with his fans. 
 Although the album is 
great, there are some negative 
components to it. The biggest 

problem with the album is that 
some of the songs run too long, 
such as “Faith” and “After 
Hours,” the latter of the two being 
over six minutes long. While the 
music itself is still very good and 
immersive, these songs drag on, 
making it difficult not to hit skip.
 Overall, however, The 
Weeknd struck gold with 
After Hours. The changeup 
in the tone of music was 
unexpected, yet welcome and 
entertaining. While you’re 
stuck inside for the majority 
of the next couple of months, 
I highly recommend listening 
to After Hours to pass the time.

April Movie Reviews

Once Upon a Time in Hollywood directed by Quentin Tarantino

Ryan Bartl 
Staff Writer

 Quentin Tarantino’s latest star-
studded, oscar-nominated film 
Once Upon a Time in Hollywood 
more than lives up to the hype 
with a combination of great 
directing, storytelling and acting.
 The movie is a twist on the 
sad tale of the murderous Manson 
family and their infamous 
killing of rising star Sharon Tate 
in the early 1970s. However, 
Tarantino’s magic touch can 
be found all over the movie, 
making it a gripping experience.
 Leonardo deCaprio and 
Brad Pitt both give incredible 
performances, and both were 
recognized by the Oscars for 
their work. They play off of each 
other beautifully and get deeply 
immersed in their characters.
 Tarantino deserves an 

enormous amount of credit for 
the job he did putting together 
this film. He masterfully places 
clues to the end of the movie 
without giving it away, while 
also constructing scenes that 
bring out the struggles that the 
characters are dealing with, 
which allows deCaprio and 
Pitt to show off their talents.
 The movie is not perfect. 
There are scenes that seem to 
drag on for a little too long, 
which contributes to the movie’s 
eye-popping 2 hour and 40 
minute runtime. However, 
upon  seeing the final result, it 
becomes apparent why Tarantino 
chose to make the movie longer 
than some think necessary.
 Overall, Once Upon a Time 
in Hollywood is most definitely 
worthy of all the praise it has 
received. Just make sure you 
have about three hours to spare.

Posada is a family-owned and 
operated restaurant that serves 
Contemporary Southwestern 
Cuisine. They serve a variety 
of dishes including modern 
pastas, seafood and fish tacos, 
all with a Southwestern twist. 
All their dishes are made with 
fresh ingredients they source 
from local farmers markets. 
Located at 988 Murrieta 
Blvd., they are open Tuesday 
through Sunday for takeout.
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Mystic River directed by Clint Eastwood

Ryan Bartl 
Staff Writer

 Clint Eastwood’s 2003 
crime-thriller film Mystic 
River, is easily one of the best, 
if not the best, films that he 
has ever directed. It features 
great acting performances 
from the three main roles, as 
well as amazing storytelling.
 The movie follows the 
story of Jimmy Markum (Sean 
Penn), whose daughter has been 
murdered. Jimmy teams up with 
his old childhood friends, Dave 
Boyle and Sean Devine (Tim 
Robbins and Kevin Bacon), 
to help him solve the mystery. 
Penn and Robbins won Best 
Actor and Supporting Actor, 
respectively, for their roles.
 Eastwood deserves 
tremendous credit for the 
way he gave his characters

admirable personalities, as well 
as relatable backstories. He also 
builds tension and suspense in 
such a way that it keeps you 
guessing throughout the whole 
movie. He was recognized for 
his abilities with a nomination 
for Best Director for the film.
 There are some flaws to 
the film. The ending left some 
people hanging, almost as if the 
movie built up the conflict to be a 
bigger deal than it actually was. 
Because of this, some audiences 
walked away from the movie 
with a sour taste in their mouth.
 However, the movie was 
great overall. It has a good 
mixture of tragedy and drama, 
and it is tied together with 
exceptional performances 
from the main cast. If you’re 
looking for an underrated 
throwback crime movie, 
Mystic River is a solid choice.
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By Theo Dean
Perspectives Editor

 Not many people are as 
well-versed in language as 
Spanish teacher Martha Gracia. 
Gracia, who currently teaches 
Spanish 3, AP Spanish and 
Spanish for Native Speakers, 
has taught at all levels of the 
Spanish curriculum. She also 
taught French 1 for two years. 
	 Gracia	 is	 fluent	 in	 English,	
Spanish and French, and can also 
speak Italian and Portuguese. 
She personally loves to learn 
new languages and cultures, and 
that spills into her teaching, as 
one of her favorite aspects of 
teaching Spanish is “teaching 
the students the love and passion 
for the language and culture.” 
 Despite her love of teaching 
now, Gracia originally “never 
thought about being a teacher 
because (she) was so shy,” and 
earned degrees not in education, 
but in Business Administrations 
and in Spanish at Cal State 
Hayward	(now	Cal	State	East	Bay).	
 After graduating, Gracia 

worked as a human resources 
manager for ten years. She got 
her start in teaching by chance, 
when she was asked to work 
as a substitute teacher at Mt. 
Eden	 High	 School	 in	 Hayward.
 However, after having success 
and a good relationship with the 
students	 in	 her	 first	 substitute	
teaching stint, she was offered a 
full-time	teaching	job	at	Mt.	Eden	
teaching ROP business classes. 
 In 2007, Gracia moved to 
Granada and has taught here 
since. She acknowledges that 
there	 are	 difficulties	 in	 teaching	
and says her least favorite 
aspect about teaching is “when 
a student comes in and just 
says, ‘I’m so bad at Spanish.’”
 Instead, she wants her 
students to challenge themselves 
to improve, and knows that 
if a student can make even a 
small improvement in his or 
her Spanish abilities, then she 
has accomplished something. 
 Outside of teaching, Gracia’s 
love for language and culture 
lends itself to one of her favorite 
activities: travel. She also loves 

cooking foods from different 
cultures. She’s best at cooking 
Mexican food, but enjoys making 
dishes from other countries as well. 
 Gracia wants to share her love 
and knowledge of Spanish with as 
many students as she can. That’s 
why she encourages students to 
take Spanish. If they did well 
through Spanish 3 or Spanish 
4, she strongly encourages that 
they enroll in AP Spanish. as 
well, especially because she 
believes the full immersion in 
the language that the AP class 
provides is one of the best ways 
to learn and master Spanish.
 Gracia also wants her students 
to know that teaching doesn’t 
only go one way. Although 
she is teaching her students all 
about the Spanish language and 
the culture in Spanish-speaking 
countries, she’s also learning 
from her students, and improving 
her teaching skills as a result. 
 “We’re both learning. 
Students learn from teachers but 
teachers also learn from students,” 
she said. “We learn from each 
other and learn together.” 

Spanish teacher Martha Gracia enjoys sharing with students her 
“love and passion” for language and culture.

24 Hour Race postponed, will raise 
money	to	defeat	human	trafficking

Last year, Granada had 85 racers who raised more than $4,000 to 
help victims of human trafficking and online crimes against children 
from around the world.

send the paintings to them. 
 “I’m going to miss her 
enthusiasm for putting art into 
the community,” Malson said. 
“In the community of Livermore, 
especially in the art world, she 
will be really missed because 
she	 was	 definitely	 a	 person	
who liked to do for others.”
 Principal Matthew Hart said, 
“I got to know her when I started 
here 21 years ago, I coached her 
son in track, and she was a fun, 
friendly colleague all the way 
through retirement. I’ll miss her.” 
His favorite memory of Thournir 
is when they were voted “Most 
Likely to Own a Coffee Shop.” 
“I don’t even really drink coffee, 
but it was fun to dress up and 
take photos with Laura where we 
poured each other coffee while 
striking ridiculous poses,” he said.
 Throughout the 14 years 
that theatre teacher Jefrey Watts 
had worked alongside Thournir, 
she	 had	 an	 “unflagging	 upbeat	
personality” and was always “so 
happy to share the successes of 
her students, almost like a proud 
mother.” He said she was also 
“so happy to engage with me, in 
my successes and to help when 
I was struggling. That was Ms. 

Thournir - always with a smile and 
a laugh, ready to celebrate your 
successes as much as her own.” 
 Watts’ favorite memory of 
Thournir is “from a staff work 
day we had about three years 
ago or so.  On that day, teachers 
signed up to teach classes to other 
teachers and we would all ‘sign 
up for classes.’  Mrs. Thournir had 
offered to teach a Japanese kanji 
art class.  I remember walking 
into her art studio, seeing a huge 
roll of paper along with some 
traditional (and contemporary) 
art supplies. For the next 
hour, under Mrs. Thournir’s 
tutelage, I practiced writing my 
name in Japanese using those 
small black blocks of ink and 
experimenting with various 
brushes to improve my lines.  
 “I remember having a good 
time, laughing with the people 
at my table and Mrs. Thournir 
joining in as she watched us, 
taught us, encouraged us. By the 
end of the class, on a large sheet 
of rice paper, I had my name 
in Japanese. I was so proud of 
what I had done, so proud that 
this very piece of art is framed 
and hangs in my home.  This is 
the greatest gift Ms. Thournir 
gave me - she helped me create 
a piece of art I was proud of.”

By Rebecca Bauman
Editor-in-Chief

 Although Granada’s 24 Hour 
Race has been postponed from  
April 18-19, participants will 
continue to raise money for the 
fight	 against	 human	 trafficking	
and help free some of the 40.3 
million slaves in the world.
 The 24 Hour Race began 
in Hong Kong in 2010 when a 
college student had the vision to 
unite “extreme youth endurance 
with philanthropy,” according 
to the 24 Hour Race website. 
“Student teams compete in an 
entirely student-led, endurance 
relay race, over the course of 
24 hours to raise awareness and 
funds	 to	 fight	 against	 human	
trafficking.”	 Since	 2010,	 it	 has	
become the world’s largest 
youth movement against modern 
slavery. There were six races 
planned this year in Hong Kong, 
Tokyo, London, Cardiff, Kuala 
Lumpur and San Francisco.
 According to senior Sabrina 
Pertica, “Granada started hosting 
the 24 Hour Race because the 
executive director last year  
grew up in Singapore for a 
period of time … and it’s a 
really big deal there. They have 
a thousand participants because 
it’s been going on for around 
10 years. Here in San Francisco 
it’s only our third year, so 
we’re still trying to build it up.”
 This year, the executive 
director is Alethea Ingraca; 
the directors of business and 
management are Sejal Sahu 

and Pertica; and the directors 
of marketing, community and 
logistics operations are Keegan 
Waklee, Caitlin Weisner, 
Payton Rose and Katrina Soria. 
 The proceeds from this year’s 
24	 Hour	 Race	 are	 benefitting	
the Operation Child Advocacy 
Centre (CAC) in Thailand, 
which has a mission to deliver a 
global	blow	to	human	trafficking.
According to the 24 Hour Race 
website, the CAC “assists 
officers	 working	 on	 the	 ground	
in conducting cases against child 
sex	 offenders,	 child	 traffickers	
and online crimes against 
children … and provides skills 
and educational training to at- 
risk families and survivors.” 

 Last year, 85 participants 
in 12 teams ran at Granada 
and raised more than $4,000.
This year, 50 individuals in 10 
teams have signed up so far 
and each team is responsible 
for raising at least $650. 
 In 2019, 56 schools and 2,000 
runners participated in 6 races, 
raising more than $200,000. 
The funds contributed to freeing 
326 people and arresting 177 
traffickers.	 Since	 2010,	 the	
organization has raised more 
than $1.2 million and has directly 
aided in 2,000 arrests and rescues.
 To donate to the cause, 
go to gogetfunding.com/
g o - g r e e n - g r a n a d a - h i g h -
school-24-hour-race-cardiff/.

Thournir
Continued from pg 1

Gracia shares love, appreciation of Spanish culture

Photo by Eleanor Hu
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By Sierra Saucier

Features Editor
 Some staff members who 

don’t get enough attention 

are the lunch ladies at school. 

Students don’t know how much 

work they all put in to their long 

days. Not only do they make 

food for us, but they actually 

run a main kitchen for five 
elementary schools, which they 

deliver to later in the day by van. 
 They make 800-900 meals 

a day, from breakfast to lunch. 

They serve a variety of lunches 
that differ every day such as 
burritos, pasta, orange chicken, 

chicken nuggets, sandwiches, 

salads, pizza and for a sweet 

treat, they have multiple flavors 
of frozen yogurt. For breakfast, 

their menu changes daily, with 

breakfast burritos, pancakes, 

yogurt parfait, waffles and 
cinnamon rolls, in addition to 

daily offerings of cereal, bagels, 

fruit, milk and orange juice.

 Their day starts off by 

arriving at school at 6 a.m. Lorie 
arrives first, unlocks everything, 
and begins cooking breakfast. 

Then there's Tamara; she’s been 

working here for 23 years and takes 

care of produce — all of the fruits 

and vegetables. She said, “We’re 
trying to keep everything as clean 
as possible because of the virus.” 
 Stephanie, who also drives 
to deliver meals, delivers to 
three to four different schools 

every day. Once all lunches have 
been served, the ladies finish 
up around one in the afternoon. 

When students don’t have enough 
money to pay for lunch, they 

take care of it. “Anybody can 
get a lunch no matter if you have 

Ally Lagodzinski
Sophomore

Dress: Thrifted, $5

Sweater: Vintage, $30

Belt: Vintage, $15

Jewelry: Gifted

Style: “Recycled 

Chic”

Jesse Watson
Senior

Sweater: Dunnes, $30

Pants: Levi’s, $40

Shoes: Vans, $30

Jacket: Tilly’s, $20

Style: “Outdoors but 

make it preppy”

Flavor of Fashion
By Laney Lawrence
Assistant Editor

By Sebastian deLeyos

Staff Writer
 Fast paced, intuitive and 
brutally violent, Doom Eternal 
released on Saturday, March 20th 

as an utterly satisfying follow up 

to the Doom franchise’s 2016 
reboot. Eternal is the fifth main 
title Doom game, and it lives up 
to its predecessors’ high ratings 

with critical acclaim from IGN, 

GameSpot, PC Gamer and more. 

 In classic Doom fashion, 

you play as the Slayer, a rage-

powered, helmeted, lineless space 

marine whose only purpose is the 

destruction of demons. Eternal’s 

single player is set on Earth for the 

first time since 1997’s Doom II, 
following Hell’s invasion of the 
Slayer’s home planet. The option 

to play as a demon is present 

in the multiplayer, where two 

player-controlled demons face 

off against a lone space marine. 

 The most accurate word to 

describe Eternal’s gameplay is 

“intense.” From the pounding 
heavy metal soundtrack and 

explosive gore to state of the art 
visuals and game performance, 
Eternal indulges in everything 
that has made Doom Doom 

and enhances it. The game 

integrates a variety of new 
features without becoming too 

complex or technical for new 

players, and it makes connections 

to old games that veteran 
Doom fans can appreciate. 

 As players progress, they 
gain access to the flame belch, 
a shoulder mounted blast that 

engulfs demons in napalm and 

causes them to drop armor. 

Among the additions is a newly 
upgraded Super Shotgun, which 

now has a “meat hook,” allowing 
players to grapple onto more 

mobile enemies for speedy 

disposal. The Slayer also receives 
the ability to dash, which can 

be used in conjunction with the 

new platforming mechanics 

to outmaneuver enemies.
 While the new features 
certainly make Eternal the 

most fast-paced and tactically 

diverse game in the franchise 
to date, they are also the cause 

of the steepest learning curve 
of any Doom game, and one of 

the steepest in any game I’ve 
played. As tough as the Slayer is, 
the difference between life and 

death in higher difficulties can be 
tenths of seconds under damage. 

 In the early hours of my 

Ultra Violence playthrough, 

I often found myself being 

blown to chunks over miniscule 
mistakes that could have been 
avoided if I had used the right 
weapon on a specific enemy, 
or reacted a little faster. 

 That said, iD Software has 

found the perfect balance of 

challenge and fun with Eternal. 

The game can be frustrating at 

the start, but once you master the 

mechanics, it becomes the ultimate 

high octane first person shooter. 
While a common critique is the 
high quantities of platforming, 

it streamlines levels and adds an 
aspect that few other games offer. 

 It gives opportunities for 
strategic movement that other 
aspects of the game force you 

into using, representing what 

developers aimed to deliver 
with Doom Eternal. Every bit of 
Eternal is created to engage the 

player and incite thought. Levels 
incorporate the environment with 
activatable axe traps, explosive 
barrels and portals that can all be 

used to your advantage in your 
campaign against the main focus 

of the game: fighting demons. 
 Doom Eternal adds new 

demons and resurrects classic 

ones, keeping combat interesting 

for multiple playthroughs. Each 

demon has different abilities, 

strengths and weaknesses that 

synergize in different ways, and 

are implemented differently in 

different situations. To master 

Eternal, players must develop 
protocols for the effective 
decimation of their enemies, and 

hone them until they become 

a reflex, providing a depth 
and diversity in combat that is 
very rare and very rewarding. 
 Each new element combines 

with incredible visuals and 
the Slayer’s classic talent for 

violence to create a highly 
unique and thrilling experience. 
Anyone who enjoys fast-paced 
action and can stomach the blood 

should play this game. 9.5/10. 

money or not,” Stephanie added. 
 Janet, who works with 

elementary food, said “the 
most important thing is to not 

be behind; being ahead is good 

because catching up is a lot to do 

when you’re behind.” She also 
added, “It just makes my day 
when students say, ‘Thank you.’”
 Next time you’re getting 

breakfast or lunch at school, 

thank the lunch ladies with a 

smile on your face for all the 

good food they make and all 

the work they do just to feed us. 

gamingbolt.com
Doom Eternal, the latest installment in the Doom franchise’s 2016 reboot, was released on March 20th. 
The intense, fast-paced first person shooter game has received praise from numerous video game critics.

Doom franchise hits spot with exciting, intense Doom Eternal

Lunch ladies make an impact

GSA Club
Continued from page 1
that a common misconception 

about GSA “is that it is 
only for LGBTQ+ youth.” 
 Yunker stressed that GSA is 
not exclusive to the LGBTQ+ 
community and openly embraces 

allies. Our peers that make up 
Granada’s Gender & Sexuality 

Alliance have established an 
environment where all are 
welcomed despite differences.

 GSA meets Tuesdays during 
lunch in room 305, and the 

club is advised by counselor 

Sylvie Shawn, who said, “GSA 
represents a very diverse and far-
reaching group of students. GSA 
isn’t just one thing.” They focus 
on inclusivity within the LGBTQ+ 
community and their allies and 

aim to create a loving, tolerant 
world that starts at Granada.

Photo by Sierra Saucier
Granada’s hard-working lunch ladies make 800-900 meals a day and 
serve not only Granada, but five nearby elementary schools as well.
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By Andrew Lu
Staff Writer

 The life of a typical student 
consists of doing homework 
daily, studying for major 
tests,  not receiving enough 
sleep and feeling the burden 
of this heavy workload.
 However, this might 
change after the Senate 
Bill 328 is put into effect. 
Senate Bill 328 was created by 
Democratic state senator Anthony 
Portantino to help students 
with the detrimental effects of 
adolescent sleep deprivation.
 The National Institutes of 
Health esimates that teeneagers 
should get around nine hours 
of sleep each night, but studies 
have found that only 9 percent 
of teenagers actually receive 
that amount, and 20 percent are 
getting less than 5 hours of sleep.
 Being sleep-deprived 
impacts teenerages mental well-
being, increasing their risk of 
depression, anxiety and low 
self-esteem. It can also affect 
academic performance at school.
 The bill would mandate 
schedules to ring their first period 
bell no earlier than 8:30 a.m. 

for high schools and 8 a.m. for 
middle schools. Zero periods 
are not affected by this bill so 
they could still be held before 
the new mandated start-times.
 Although this new bill will 
not take place until the start of the 
2022-23 school year, California’s 
second-largest district, San 
Diego Unified School District, 
had already decided prior to this 
law to push back start times for 
their high schools to 8:30 a.m. 
by the 2020-21 school year.
 Even though this new law 
may extend how long teenagers 
sleep, the effects of this law 
may outweigh the benefits.
 First, there is confusion with 
the law;  the legislation states 
that “rural school districts” are 
exempt due to the logistical 
challenges and higher-than-
average transportation costs that 
would make a change in, say, bus 
schedules more expensive. But 
the law does not define “rural.”
 Also, since school start 
times will be delayed, the 
time to get out of school will 
be delayed. This delay would 
cause some students to come 
home later due to sports and 
other extracurricular activities. 

By Brianna Martinez
Staff Writer

 Over the past few years more 
people have begun paying with 
apps such as Apple Pay, Venmo 
and credit or debit cards, preferring 
these alternatives to paying in 
cash. However, for many stores, 
accepting this new way of payment 
is still fairly new. Other stores 
have taken it upon themselves 
to only accept payment through 
such apps and devices, taking 
on the title of “cashless stores.” 
 These cashless stores have 
caused quite a bit of controversy 
in large cities such as San 
Francisco and Philadelphia 
since many people with low 
incomes don’t have checking 
accounts and generally pay 

only using cash. San Francisco 
approved a ban of all cashless 
stores in their city, according 
to the San Francisco Chronicle.
 San Francisco’s argument 
was that while many who work 
for large businesses make enough 
money to have a balanced bank 
account and pay by credit or 
debit cards, those with lower 
incomes would suffer without 
being able to pay in cash.
 Both New Jersey and 
Philadelphia have banned 
cashless stores as well. 
Philadelphia was actually the first 
American city to do so, passing 
a law that retailers who do not 
accept cash will be fined $2,000.
 New York has stated that they 
are looking to ban the law for 
reasons similar to San Francisco’s, 

even though poverty rates in the 
city have decreased by 43 percent.
 Business owners in 
Philadelphia contributed to the 
controversy when they claimed 
that paying with cash is an 
opportunity for theft. While that 
is somewhat true considering 
that paper money can’t be 
traced back to the one who 
spent it, the argument saying 
that it discriminates against 
those struggling to maintain 
bank accounts proved stronger.
 A 2017 survey indicates that 
8.4 million households in the 
United States were “unbanked,” 
according to cbsnews.com. The 
rise of these cashless companies 
and stores could become 
another economical problem 
that the U.S. must deal with.
 Philadelphia City councilman 
Bill Greenlee, who co-sponsored 
the bill on banning these stores, 
stated, “I can go into a coffee 
shop across from City Hall that’s 
cashless and get my coffee and 
muffin, but the person behind me 
that has United States currency 
can’t get the same cup of coffee.”
 Greenlee also made it clear 
that these stores are not going to 
change; if they accepted cash in 
the past, then they can accept it 
now. Currently, there is no Federal 
Law stating that businesses 
have to accept cash; however, 
that may change in the future.

wdtv.com

In some U.S. cities, stores are going cashless; however, this decision 
has been widely criticized and is being challenged in many cities.

California recently passed a bil that requires schools to start their 
regular day no earlier than 8:30 a.m. It won’t take effect until 2022.

npr.org

one day and is impressed at 
how each seems to have a clear 
image in their mind of what 
they want to create, and then are 
able to execute it beautifully. 
 Chy said that one of her 
favorite pieces of art is a 
recent watercolor piece. “My 
favorite piece of art that I’ve 
done recently is a watercolor 
painting of a crow in flight with 
a balloon tied around its neck.”
 It holds much significance 
to her because it was one of 
the first pieces that marked her 
reintroduction to art after a two-
year-long art block. She’s most 
proud of it because of the detailed 
line work throughout the piece. 
“It’s untitled because I don’t want 
to assign a meaning to it. It can be 
interpreted in a lot of ways, and I 
love the ambiguity of it,” said Chy.
 In school, Chy enjoys a 
variety of different subjects, but 
said that art class with Kathryn 
Malson has definitely been one of 
her favorite experiences. Outside 

of school, and when not creating a 
new piece of artwork, Chy enjoys 
singing, cooking, dancing and 
playing the piano and ukulele.
While in school, Chy said 
that she is mostly busy 
with track and robotics.
 In two years, after graduating 
high school, Reese said that she 
hopes to continue creating artwork.
“I’m definitely going to keep 
drawing during and beyond 
college. It’s just a great stress-
reliever and it’s nice to have 
something to be proud of.” 
Although Chy said she plans to 
double major in math and biology, 
and there will most likely not be 
a lot of room for art classes, she 
is committed to keeping up on 
her artwork outside of school. 
 Chy hopes that her artwork 
spreads into the Granada 
community. She is always open to 
art commissions if you message 
her account @reese.chy on 
Instagram. And although she does 
not have a dedicated art account, 
she will often feature some of her 
pieces on her story highlights, 
so make sure to check them out.
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Teens to get more sleep

CHY
continued from page 1

Cashless stores not for everyone

By Eleanor Hu
Features Editor

 The Friendly Faces Club 
has been working to provide 
experiences for and build 
relationships with special 
needs students on campus.
 Sophomore president Lindsey 
Wilson said, “We want to create 
inclusivity for them and have 
fun things to do.” Junior Juliana 
Santiago added that a big part 
of Friendly Faces Club is “just 
spreading the word to every 
other student at Granada and 
going against stereotypes.”
 Many of the events the 
club puts on serve not only to 
have fun and bond, but also to 
work on giving special needs 
students valuable tools to help 
with things like motor skills.
 Two of their most successful 
events were when the club 
made beaded bracelets, and  
had their “Friendsgiving,” 
where members cooked 
pancakes and decorated them.
 “One of the best things to 
see is how many kids come in to 
hang out with (the special needs 
students), because we don’t get 
to meet them in other classes or 
even necessarily see them around 
campus every day,” said Wilson. 
“I think because we don’t see them 
… when we’re going through our 
everyday routines, (and) it’s really 
special to get to go hang out.”
 Santiago said that her favorite 

part of Friendly Faces Club 
are the relationships. “It’s a lot 
of fun. You don’t realize how 
much fun it is until you’re in the 
middle of it. It’s just constant 
laughs, constant bonding.”
 She added that being in 
Friendly Faces Club is humbling 
because she recognizes the 
opportunities for friendships that 
she has on a regular basis that 
special needs students don’t have.
“They’re there with the same 
people all the time, so it really 

makes you think about the 
chances you have,” she said.
 The Friendly Faces Club 
is bringing more inclusivity 
to Granada and is creating a 
warm, welcoming environment.
“It really is about kindness. 
Seeing people being nice to each 
other and caring about others, 
especially those that aren’t 
usually included is a really fun 
thing to see,” said Santiago.
 They meet on Thursdays 
at lunch in room 303.

The Friendly Faces Club was new to campus this year. Their goal 
is to make the school a more inclusive environment for everyone, 
especially those with special needs.

Photo courtesy of the Friendly Faces Club.

Club works for inclusiveness
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~Thank you to all students past & present for your business~

If you want to pass, come to class!  
Enroll on-line or give the office a call

 (925) 373-7483
Classroom Drivers Ed. runs monthly 

On-Line Drivers Ed available 24/7
Check out our website for more info: 

www.AlohaDrivingSchool.com

By Ryan Bartl
Staff Writer

 Senior Theo Dean first picked up a 
tennis racket when he was three years 
old, and by the time he was nine, he was 
seriously competing in the sport. He has 
played other sports throughout his life, 
such as soccer and baseball, but he always 
knew that tennis was the sport for him.
 Dean loves everything about the sport 
he has spent years practicing. “I like the 
different versions of it,” he said. “Singles 
is gladiatorial-feeling because you can 
only depend on yourself to win. Doubles, 
meanwhile, is a ton of fun because you 
are playing with and for your partner.”
 The country has taken notice of 
his talents. Dean has been recruited 
and recently accepted an offer 
to play for Yale’s varsity tennis 
team starting next school year.
 Dean’s competitive attitude has been 
what has driven him to be successful 
in tennis. He does not like to lose, and 
he is out to prove to everyone that he 
is among the best in the country in his 

Dean to play tennis at Yale

Photo by Shawn Gao
Senior Theo Dean, who has been seriously competing in tennis since he was nine, has 
recently accepted an offer to play on Yale’s men’s varsity team. His love for the sport 
and competitive attitude have driven him to continue improving.

respective sport. He is currently ranked  
29th in the country for the class of 2020.
 That being said, however, Dean 
recognizes that he is still learning. 
“I understand that I am pretty good 
at tennis, but that there are a lot of 
people in the world who are better 
than me,” he said. “So I know that 
there is room for great improvement.”
 When he isn’t on the tennis court, 
he doesn’t step too far away from the 
game he loves. He often helps teach 
young kids tennis and feels like it is 
partially his responsibility to educate 
the next generation of tennis players.
 Dean said that he hates the type of rap 
that tennis players get from the rest of the 
sports community. He is trying to send 
the message that tennis is an extremely 
difficult and physically tolling sport, and 
that it takes extreme skill to master it.
 “Tennis is not a soft sport. You 
probably just say that because you aren’t 
good at tennis,” Dean said. “I don’t say that 
lacrosse or baseball or football or track or 
soccer is soft just because I’m bad at it. 
So let’s get some mutual respect going.”

By Rebecca Bauman
Editor-in-Chief

 Junior Carter Bailey has had an 
outstanding season. After going 40-5 this 
season, he won all three duals at EBAL 
and all five at NCS. Then, he went 4-2 
at the CIF State Tournament, placing 
fifth overall and becoming the fourth 
Granada wrestler to ever place at state.
 His dad and grandfather, who were  also 
wrestlers, are both coaches for the team.
“I started wrestling because my dad 
wrestled in high school and college. 
I saw pictures of him wrestling 
and wanted to get into it,” he said. 
 His favorite parts of wrestling are 
“the competition and the hard work and 
discipline that goes into it.” He is driven 
by the desire to improve and “like(s) to get 
better at the sport.” In the future, Bailey 
hopes to be on a Division 1 college team.
 Bailey also appreciates how his 
coaches “always push us in practice 
every day … (and) set high standards.” 
Their high expectations help him 
improve and perform during duals.
When he was little, he swam and played 
soccer. He then did gymnastics for six 

years, but during his freshman year, 
he “had to pick between wrestling and 
gymnastics, so (he) picked wrestling.” 
However, gymnastics helped him 
develop flexibility and strength, 
which is also important in wrestling.
 Although competitions are individual, 
Bailey said wrestling “is more of a 
team (sport than an individual sport) 
because … your teammates are the ones 
that push you in practice and help you, 
and so without that team aspect, you’re 
not going to do well at tournaments.” 
 Furthermore, the team members 
support each other during tournaments, 
which is an additional motivation and 
moral boost. During the season, the team 
practiced twice a week in the morning and 
every day after school. They often had 
one or two duals during the week as well.
 Overall, the wrestling team had a 
great, record-breaking season. During the 
state duals in January, the Granada team 
placed second in their division. They had 
their best performance at NCS in Granada 
history, and senior Rylan Matheson, 
junior Ian Richardson and sophomores 
Jackson Morgan and Jalen Bets also 
wrestled at the state championship. 

Photo by  John Sachs/Tech-Fall
After a successful regular season, junior Carter Bailey won all his duals at EBAL and 
NCS, then placed fifth at the CIF State Championship. 

Bailey places fifth at state
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By Faiz Mohammed
Staff Writer

 On Monday, April 6, the 

EBAL voted to cancel all 

league and non-league athletic 

events and competitions for 

the spring season, due to the 

spread of coronavirus. This 

allowed EBAL’s diverse group 

of schools to make necessary 

decisions with primary regard to 

school safety before addressing 

the impact on athletics. 

 “As an Athletic Department 

and school community, we 

will work to provide ways for 

our athletes to connect with 

one another and to honor our 

seniors who will be leaving 

us as the graduating class 

of 2020,” Granada Athletics 

Director David Moore stated 

in an email sent out to GHS 

families on April 6. Moore, 

along with site administrators 

and athletic directors in 3 other 

districts, made the decision 

to cancel all spring sports as 

well as league championships. 

 The GHS Track and Field 

team was looking forward to 

four spring events, including the 

Castro Valley Relays, Dublin 

Distance Fiesta, EBAL at 

Foothill HS and the Bay Area 

Relays. They were canceled 

following the decisions to 

prevent physical interactions 

and maintain social distancing 

measures among students.

 “Obviously, the safety of our 

student-athletes is a top priority 

and we want to do what is in 

the best interest of them. We 

understand the sacrifice and 
dedication that our athletes have 

made and want to try to preserve 

their experience as much as 

possible,” Moore commented.

 Despite the unfortunate 

situation, Track and Field did 

experience an amazing and 

memorable result early in the 

season. At the Dan Gabor 

Invitational held on March 7, 

100 varsity athletes competed 

in 100m, 800m, 3200m, Shot 

Put, Hurdles and Discus. Most 

notably, senior Anthony Guerra 

ran the current state leading time 

of 9:11 for the 2-mile run, and 

the team had a record number 

of athletes break the 10 minute 

barrier, including 2 freshmen. 

Overall, the track team achieved 

27 new personal records and 

saw 51 total improvements at 

the event, highlighting strong 

individual performance for 

Matador Track and Field. 

 Such accomplishment does 

not come without hard work and 

dedication, however, as can be 

seen by the typical routine for 

track meets. Beginning early in 

the week, the team “front-loads” 

running mileage and tapers 

it up to race day. They warm 

up with laps around the track 

as well as dynamic stretching 

and footwork drills, then 

break off into individual teams 

allocated to specific events. 
 Senior Cameron Gray, 

who has been running long 

distance since his sophomore 

year, said that “runners make 

a special effort every night to 

make sure they are properly 

recovered.” This involves eating 

a good meal the night before 

and hydrating well in advance. 

On race day, athletes “show up 

around two hours early to warm 

up and get ready to hopefully 

throw down.” They are then 

seeded by like ability in order 

to create intense competition.

 Additionally, the team 

dynamic is extremely important 

in track and field. Senior Jiajun 
He joined the track team in his 

sophomore year and participates 

in long jump, high jump, triple 

jump, and also practices sprints. 

“The people who push you to 

be better are most of the time 

your teammates,” He said. 

“For jumps, your teammate 

is the one who watches your 

approach, take off, and landing 

to give you critique on anything 

that you need to improve on, 

whether that’s moving your 

mark up to hit the plate better, 

or making sure you lean forward 

and touch your toes in the air 

to gain that extra couple of 

crucial inches when you land.”

 For new athletes, He’s 

advice is to take it slow at first: 
“The most common mistake 

that happens to new athletes is 

that they feel pressured by the 

more experienced athletes who 

may jump further or run faster 

than them. This is completely 

normal, as these people have 

been doing it a lot longer and are 

much more well conditioned.” 

 “It is great to have your hard 

work payoff, especially with 

how hard races and workouts  

can be,” Gray said. For both 

Gray and He, the best part 

about Track and Field has been 

the supportive and competitive 

team atmosphere, with all 

athletes constantly pushing 

each other to improve and 

attend practices consistently. 

 Although things have 

come to a standstill during this 

pandemic, it is encouraging 

to know that many of our 

Matador athletes have made 

the most of their experience on 

the team during their time at 

Granada. By always remaining 

dedicated and diligent, they 

undoubtedly serve as role 

models with lots of valuable 

advice and support to offer to 

younger and incoming athletes.
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Hey seniors! Although we won’t be able to count 

down the last days of school together, we still 

want to put together the senior spread, which 

will show where everyone is going next year.

Please let us know where you’re going next year 

by filling out this survey:
https://forms.gle/hoiFjNs4GGWPb6VBA

Track and Field makes strides in athletic excellence

Photos by Bob Bronzan
Junior Shae Hill (above) and senior Anthony Guerra (below) are long 
distance runners on the varsity track and field team, which only 
competed in one event before the shelter in place began.


